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MARRIED  SIXTY-EIGHT  YEARS 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Fletcher  of  Boelus,  Neb.,  celebrated  the  sixty- 
■  eighth  anniversary  of  their  marriage  on  September  10th.    They  have 

nine  children,  forty  grandchildren  and  twenty-six  great-grandchildren. 
,  Mr.  Fletcher  Is  eighty-eight  years  old  and  his  wife  one  year  younger. 

Botli  are  in  good  health. 


WAR  RELIC 

■  A  letter  from  "W.  H.  iWoods,  guardian  of  Port  Atkinson,  an- 
nounces the  arrival  there  of  a  seven  inch  cannon,  weighing  3,500 
pounds,  from  the  war  department  as  a  part  of  the  permanent  histor- 
ical equipment  of  the  Fort  Calhoun  park.  A  handsome  picture  of 
General  Atkinson,  founder  of  old  Fort  Atkinson,  has  been  presented 
to  the  public  schools  by  Colonel  B.  W.  Atkinson,  of  New  York  City. 


FLEHARTY  FAMILY  IN  IRELAND  AND  NEBRASKA 

George  Fleharty,  of  Pleasantou,  has  printed  a  little  volume  upon 
the  Fleharty  family  in  Ireland  and  America.  It  is  a  narrative  of  fasci- 
nating interest.  The  Fleharty  family  in  Ireland  fought  with  kings 
and  died  with  dukes.  In  America  they  braved  wild  Indians,  grass- 
hoppers and  blizzards.  The  engravings  In  the  book  are  by  Mr.  Fle- 
harty and  prove  his  title  as  a  pioneer  artist.  The  Historical  Society 
■welcomes  tho  Fleharty  family  to  a  place  on  its  shelves. 


FIRST  NEWSPAPER  WEST  OF  THE  MISSOURI 

An  invitation  from  Hawaii  asks  this  Society  to  send  a  represen- 
tative of  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  big  event  in  modern  his- 
tory for  those  islands — the  landing  of  the  first  Christian  missionaries, 
April  11,  1820.   The  message  from  Hawaii  says: 

From  the  crude  printing  press  introduced  in  Honolulu  nearly  a 
century  ago  came  the  printed  pages  of  a  newspaper — civilization's 
greatest  ally— the  first  newspaper  which  had  thus  far  appeared  In  the 
western  world  beyond  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  river. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SIXTH  INFANTRY  REGIMENT 

A  new  regimental  history  of  the  Sixth  Infantry  Regiment,  U.  S. 
A.  is  now  bei  ng  prepared  by  Lieutenant  Robert  M.  Burrowes, 
regimental  historian.  Lieutenant  Burrowes  has  written  to  this 
office  asking  for  material  which  he  will  use  in  the  history.  The 
Sixth  Infantry  Regiment  has  an  intimate  relation  with  Nebraska 
history.  It  was  not  only  the  first  regiment  at  the  establishment  of 
the  first  military  post  in  the  Trans-Missouri  region  art;  Fort  Atkin- 
son in  1819,  but  it  also  furnishes  the  second  United  States  military 
garrison  for  Fort  Laramie  in  1850.   The  Sixth  Regiment  was  part 


of  the  fifth  division  in  the  World  War  and  participated  in  some 
the  hardest  fighting  overseas. 


RECORD  OF  BASE  HOSPITAL  49 

A  fine  historical  World  War  memorial  has  been  made  by  J 
Martha  M.  Turner,  in  charge  of  the  newspaper  department  of 
Historical  Society.    It  is  the  record  of  Base  Hospital  49.    Into  it 
gathered  some  hundreds  of  clippings,  pictures,  cablegrams,  let 
relating  to  this  Nebraska  University  hospital  from  the  time  of 
conception  until  its  muster  out  and  welcome  at  home.     All  this  ■ 
terial  has  been  carefully  mounted  on  heavy  sheets  of  paper 
bound  into  a  volume  of  three  hundred  pages.    The  work  was  d 
for  Captain  George  H.  AValker,  brother-in-law  of  Miss  Turner,  am 
ber  of  Base  Hospital  49.     It  is  the  only  thing  of  the  kind  in  the  wi 
and  will  be  a  historical  document  of  the  first  rank  as  long  as 
braska  remembers  the  deeds  o£  her  children  in  the  World  War. 


DEATH  OF  EZRA  P.  SAVAGE 

A  picturesque  and  plaintive  figure  in  Nebraska  politics  pa; 
in  the  death  of  Ezra  P.  Savage,  at  Tacoma  January  8,  1920,  a 
seventy-seven  years.  The  story  of  his  life  prior  to  its  political  per 
is  associated  with  Custer  county  and  South  Omalia,  He  was  perh 
the  last  noticeable  figure  in  Nebraska  politics  to  wear  a  cowboy 
and  carry  the  cowboy  atmospliere  into  the  statehouse. 

When  Governor  Dietrich  resigned  on  May  1,  1901,  to  assi 
the  office  of  United  States  Senator,  Lieutenant  Governor  Savage  : 
ceeded  him  as  governor.  His  parole  and  pardon  of  Joseph  Ban 
who  had  been  sentenced  to  a  term  of  twenty  years  in  the  peni 
tiary  for  embezzling,  as  state  treasurer,  a  vast  amount  of  the  stt 
funds,  created  a  tempest  of  public  excitement  and  anger,  and  it 
the  republican  party  in  jeopardy. 


PIONEER  EDITOR 

Edwin  A.  Fry  is  a  familiar  name  to  all  old  time  Nebraska 
Itors.  Mr.  Fry  was  editor  of  the  Niobrara  Pioneer  long  before 
wilds  of  the  Niobrara  wilderness  were  explored  by  civilized  i 
Niobrara  was  the  focus  for  more  exciting  early  Nebraska  his 
than  any  other  town  in  tliat  region.  It  was  an  early  steamboat  1 
ing.  It  was  the  meeting  point  of  the  Ponca  and  later  of  the  Sa 
Sioux  tribe  with  Indian  traders,  agents  and  missionaries.  It 
possessed  'Of  the  most  pugnacious  parcel  of  plotting  politic 
known  to  our  early  annals.  It  was  scourged  with  fire  and  dro\ 
in  the  big  Missouri  flood.  Through  all  these  vicissitudes  and  v. 
others  Ed  Fry  survived.  He  is  now  living  at  Yankton,  South 
kota  and  writes  us  the  following  interesting  promise: 

I  thank  you  for  the  invitation  to  contribute  a  series  of  Niot 
historical  sketches.  If  the  spring  fever  and  an  invalid  wife  do 
interfere,  I  shail  be  pleased  to  do  so  and  will  reflect  a  bit  over 
best  to  present  them  and  not  the  whole  game. 


THE  PINAL  COUNT 


Total  Nebraska  Casualties  in  the  War  Fixed  at  3,031. 

Nebraska's  part  in  the  battles  across  tho  water  Is  shown 
statement  issued  by  the  war  department,  detailing  by  states 
number  of  killed  and  wounded. 

The  statistics  for  Nebraska  show: 

Killed  in  action,  7  officers,  357  men. 

Died  of  wounds,  5  officers,  177  men. 

Died  of  disease,  6  officers,  244  men. 

Died  of  accident,  6  officers,  15  men. 

Drowned,  1  man. 

Other  causes,  7  men. 

Suicide,  1  man. 

Cause  undetermined,  16  men. 

Presumed  lost,  1  officer,  12  men. 

Total  dead  or  missing,  25  officers,  S30  men. 

Prisoners,  2  0  men. 

Wounded  slightly,  17  officers,  77  9  men. 
Wounded  severely,  13  officers,  913  men. 
Wounded,  degree  undetermined,  6  officers,  438  men. 
Total,  3G  officers,  2,130  men. 

Grand  total  casualties  for  the  state  of  Nebraska,  61 
cers  2,9  60  men,  , 
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Genesis  of  the  Great  Seal  of  Nebraska 


Section  13,  Article  III  of  the  first  constitution  of  Nebraska, 
commonly  called  the  constitution  of  1866,  follows: 

There  shall  be  a  seal  of  the  state,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
governor  and  used  by  him  officially;  and  shall  be  called  The  Great 
Seal  of  the  State  of  Nebraska. 

Accordingly,  on  May  31,  1867,  Isaac  Wiles,  of  Cass  county, 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  second  legisla- 
ture "H.  R.  No.  41,  Au  act  to  provide  for  procuring  a  seal  for  the 
State  of  Nebraska."  This  was  the  third  session  of  the  legislature, 
and  it  was  called  by  Governor  Butler  to  meet  in  special  session  on 
May  16,  to  pass  such  laws  as  the  governor  thought  necessary  for 
starting  the  state  government.  After  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  on  June  1,  on  motion  of  James  M.  Woolworth,  "the  blank  in 
the  bill  was  filled  by  inserting  the  words  Twenty-five,"  "to  enable 
the  secretary  of  state  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act." 
On  June  4,  the  bill  was  read  a  third-  time  and  passed,^  all  of  the 
thirty-five  members  present  voting  in  the  affirmative.  The  next 
day  it  reached  the  senate  and  was  read  the  first  time;  on  the  6th 
it  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
buildings  and  state  library;  on  the  11th  the  committee,  by  its  chair- 
man, (William  A.  Presson  of  Richardson  county,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment;  ou  the  12th  it  was  recommended  for  passage 
in  committee  of  the  whole;  on  the  13th  it  was  read  the  third_  time 
and  passed,  all  of  the  eleven  senators  present  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive; and  on  the  15th  it  was  approved  by  the  governor. 

Isaac  Wiles,  who  was  next  friend  and  guide  to  the  bill,  though 
in  his  ninetieth  year,  had  remarkably  good  health  until  a  short 
time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  on  January  20,  1921,  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Hall,  in  Plattsmouth.  He  was 
born  in  Henry  county,  Indiana,  ou  October  5,  1830;  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  in  1841;  was  a  farmer  in 
California  from  1S52  to  1855;  moved  to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  and 
finally  settled  on  a  farm  near  Plattsmouth,  Nebraska,  in  185  6.  He 
had  been  engaged  in  farming,  with  his  son,  E.  M.  Wiles,  near  Mina- 
tare,  Scotts  Bluff  county,  since  188  6.  On  account  of  illness,  on 
January  IG,  1921,  he  came  to  Plattsmouth.  On  October  18,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry  Volunteers, 
was  mustered  iii  and  commissioned  first  lieutenant  of  his  company, 
December  13,  and  mustered  out  December  S,  1863,  on  the  disband- 
ment  of  the  regiment.  On  August  29,  1864,  he  enlisted  as  captain 
of  Companyi  B,  First  Regiment  Nebraska  Militia,  Second  Brigade; 
mustered  in  September  29;  mustered  out  February  13,  1865.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  first  school  board  of  his  district;  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  eighth  and  twelfth  legislative 
assemblies — December  2,  1861,  to  January  10,  1862,  and  January 
10  to  February  18,  1867 — and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  second  state  legislature  (1867-1868). 

'  Jlr.  AViles  was;  possessed  of  much  more  than  ordinary  native 
shrewdness,  and  his  alert  mind  had  gained  in  the  school  of  experi- 
ence, in  the  army  and  on  the  frontier,  a  goodly  fund  of  intelligence. 
,  But  lacking  other  training,  he  was  obliged  to  seek  assistance  in  the 
drawing  of  his  bill.    As  he  remembers,  Elmer  S.  Dundy,  then  asso- 
,  ciate  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  was 
his  principal  coach,  though  I  cannot  believe  that  so  astute  a  person 
-.would  ha.ye  sponsored  this  curiously  contrived  act: 

Be  it  onuctcd  by  the  Legislature  of  the  SUvto  of  Nebraska: 

Section  1.    That  the  secretary  of  state  shall  be,  and  he  is  here- 


by authorized  and  required  to  procure,  at  the  cost  and  expense  of 
state,  and  as  soon  after  the  passage  of  this  act  as  practicable,  a  : 
for  the  state,  to  be  designated  and  known  as  the  great  seal  of  the  si 
of  Nebraska  and  of  the  design  and  device  following,  that  is  to  s 
The  eastern  part  of  the  circle  to  be  represented  by  a  steamboat 
cending  the  Missouri  river;  the  mechanic  arts  to  be  represented  I 
smith  with  hammer  and  anvil;  in  the  foreground,  agriculture  tt 
represented  by  a  settler's  cabin,  sheaves  of  wheat,  and  stalks  of  gr 
ing  corn;  in  the  back  ground  a  train  of  cars  heading  towards 
Rocky  Mountains,  and  on  the  extreme  west,  the  Rocky  Mount: 
to  be  plainly  in  view;  around  the  top  of  this  circle,  to  be  in  cap 
letters,  the  motto:  "Equality  Before  the  Law  "  anil  the  circle 
be  surrounded  with  the  words,  "Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Nebra; 
March  1,  1867." 

Sec.  2.  The  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  i 
be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  fund  in  the  treas 
not  otherwise  appropriated  by  law,  to  enable  the  secretary  of  stat^ 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

This  descriptive  prescription  is  a  baffling  conglomerate.  I  e 
pose  it  can  be  said  that  the  designation  of  the  position  of  parts  c 
circle  in  geographical  terms,  as  "the  eastern  part"  and  "the  extrc 
west"  is  at  least  original;  and  the  mixing  in  of  another  methc 
"the  top  of  the  circle" — equally  unique,  furnishes  variety,  tho 
making  in  the  sum.  "confusion  worse  confounded."  Neverthel 
after  the  blacksmith  was  placed  erect  "in  the  foreground" — con 
parlance — the  extension  of  the  line  of  his  figure  to  the  circumfere 
clearly  made  the  point  of  contact  "the  top  of  the  circle,"  and  the  e 
tion  of  the  other  figures  of  the  seal  in  harmony,  confirmed  title  in 
whole  picture  to  a  legitimate  top  and  bottom. 

"I  am  but  mad  north-northwest;  when  the  wind  is  souther 
know  a  hawk  from  a  handsaw",  partly  aberrated  and  partly  feigr 
Hamlet  explained.  It  is  fortunate  for  the  fame  of  our  sturdy  pioi 
that  touching  responsibility  for  the  form  of  the  act  he  shows  an  a\ 
and  thus  shifts  the  burden  upon  his  trained  assistants. 

The  pictorial  part  of  the  seal  is  a  landscape,  so  that  in  facin 
one  takes  the  top  as  north,  as  in  the  case  6f  maps.  By  this  view 
specification  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  is  disobeyed,  the  Ro 
Mountains  being  at  the  extreme  north  instead  of  the  west;  the  ti 
of  cars  runs  at  their  base  and  parallel  instead  of  "heading  towar 
them;  the  Missouri  River  extends  across  the  middle  of  the  landsc 
with  an  appearance  of  running  toward  the  west  with  the  steamb 
going  in  the  same  direction,  whereas  the  statute  provides  that 
river  should  occupy  "the  eastern  part  of  the  circle."  The  smith  v 
his  anvil,  put  nowhere  by  the  statute,  usurps  the  stipulated  placi 
agriculture  in  the  extreme  foreground,  where  he  is  every  bit  mona 
of  all  he  surveys.  Truly 

The  smith  a  mighty  man  is  he. 
With  large  and  sinewy  hands; 
And  the  muscles  of  his  brawny  arms 

seem — prophetically  in  view  of  present  procedure — to  be  weld 
together  Labor  and  Agriculture,  already  pushed  into  the  backgroi; 


ISAAC  WILES 
'1~N     r\    c  /\ 
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for  a  common  political  purpose.  The  solitary  shock  o£  wheat  stand- 
ing in  the  rear  background  may  now  be  regarded  as  a,  symbolic 
hostage  held  by  imperious  Labor. 

Many  of  the  state  seals  are  happily  simple,  but  some  of  them 
are,  like  Nebraska's,  impracticably  complex,  though  the  designer 
is  perhaps  mainly  at  fault.  About  twenty  years  ago  I  chanced  to 
"be  in  the  capitol  with  J.  Sterling  Morton,  and  while  we  stopped 
before  an  enlarged  impression  of  the  seal  which  was  hanging  in  one 
■of  the  offices,  Morton  lampooned  the  picture  with  characteristic 
acidity.  Though  I  have  forgotten  the  particulars  of  his  exceptions, 
I  remember  that  he  emphasized  the  incongruity  of  the  whole.  No 
proper  appraisal  of  Mr.  Morton's  principal  service  to  Nebrask-a  has 
yet  been  made.  Concisely,  it  consisted  of  caustic  criticism  of  crudity 
■and  corruption  and  merciless  lampooning  of  shovers  and  pretenders, 
all  in  their  heyday  on  the  Nebraskan  farthest  frontier.  This  talent 
of  Morton's  contributed  more  than  any  other  single  social  factor 
toward  making  life  tolerable  in  our  early  untoward  environment. 

As  Mr.  Wiles  recollects,  he  presented  to  his  mentor,  Judge 
Dundy,  two  alternative  mottoes  or  legends  for  the  seal.  One  was 
Equal  Rights  For  All;  the  other,  Equality  Before  The  Law,  which 
Dundy  promptly  preferred.  Mr.  Wiles  had  been  a  strong  partisan 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  so  naturally  cherished  maxims  ap- 
pertaining 'to  that  cause.  It  was  perhaps  owing  to  this  circumstance 
that  he  came  to  believe  that  he  originated  the  legend;  but  "All  men 
are  equal  before  the  natural  law,"  is  an  old  legal  maxim. 

A  few  years  ago  I  closely  interriewed  Thomas  P.  Kennard  about 
the  incidents  of  the  removal  of  the  capital  from  Omaha  to  Lincoln. 
Following  is  the  part  of  his  story  relating  to  the  removal  of  the 
state  seal: 

We  proceeded  to  let  the  contract  for  the  building  of  the  capi- 
tol, and  as  time  progressed,  week  after  week,  month  after  month,  it 
neared  completion.  'WQien  it  was  in  such  condition  that  we  thought 
it  could  be  occupied,  we  again  began  to  look  around  to  see  whether 
the  opposition  was  going  to  take  any  steps  toward^  prevention  of 
the  removal.  The  air  was  full  of  rumors,  whether  founded  on  fact 
or  not,  that  whenever  we  attempted  to  remove  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment from  Omaha  an  injunction  would  be  served  on  the  state  officers 
to  prevent  them  from  removing  the  seal  and  insignia;  of  office  to 
the  new  capitol.  So  Governor  Bu,tler  and  I,  without  consulting  any 
other  person,  decided  what  steps  we  would  take.  We  planned  that 
he  should  leave  Omaha  and  go  to  his  home  in  Pawnee  City  and  pre- 
pare his  proclarriation  announcing  the  removal;  that  I  would  go  to  . 
my  home  in  Washington  county  and  on  the  following  Sunday  morn- 
ing I  would  hitch  up  my  team  and  drive  to  Omaha,  go  into  the  capi- 
tol, wrap  up  the  seal,  carefully  take  it  out  and  place  it  under  the 
seat  in  my  buggy,  drive  straight  to  the  west  over  the  prairies  and 
before  Sunday  closed  cross  the  Plarte  River.  Tlie  scheme  was  suc- 
cessfully carried  out,  and  on  the  following  Monday  I  appeared  at  the 
■new  capitol  with  the  statei  seal  and  put  the  impression  upon  the 
proclamation  of  Governor  Butler,  who  met  me  here,  and  which  de- 
clared that  the  capitol  of  the  state  of  Nebraska  was  at  Lincoln, 
■county  of  Lancaster,  Nebraska,  and  now  open  for  business. 

Mr.  Kennard  was  secretary  of  state  at  the  time  of  this  exploit. 
The  proclamation  by  Governor  Builer  adverted  to  was  issued  on 
December  3,'  1868. 

Apropos  to  the  discussion  in  and  about  the  legislature  of  the 
desirability  of  procuring  a  new  sta:e  seal,  I  am  asked  whether  there 
are  precedents  for  such  action.  Examination  of  constitutions  and 
statutory  laws  of  nine  or  ten  states  discloses  the  fact  that  such 
changes  have  been  made  frequently.     I  cite  a  few  examples. 

The  first  constitution  of  Florida,  adopted  in  1846,  provides  for 
a  state  seal.    Section  12  of  article  III  directed  that 

There  shall  be  a  seal  of  the  State  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
governor,  and  used  by  him  officially,  with  such  device  as  the  gov- 
ernor first  elected  may  direct;  and  the  present  seal  of  the  Territory 
shall  be  the  seal  of  the  State  until  otherwise  directed  by  the  general 
assembly."  The  constitution  of  1S68  directed  that,  "The  legislature 
shall  at  the  first  session  adopt  a  seal  for  the  state  and  such  seal  shall 

-be  of  the  size  of  the  American  silver  dollar,"  and  that  the  seal  should 
not  be  changed  after  it  had  been  adopted  by  the  legislature.    But  the 

-relevant, point  is  that  a  new  seal  wa.s  designed  and  adopted. 

In  1868  Ohio  adopted  a  substantially  new  seal. 
'        The  original  seals  of  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
.sylv'ania,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  have  been  changed, 

in  some  cases  altered;  in  others,  replaced  by  entirely  new  devices. 
There  has  been  much  heated  criticism  of  the  seal  of  the  United 

States,  which  was  adopted  in  17  52;  but  all  attempts  to  discard  it 
•  have  been  futile.  However,  the  design  has  been  modified  by  suc- 
'cessive  new  cuttings.  There  ha=  also  been  controversy  over  the' 
"  question  of  changing  seals  of  some  of  the  states.  For  example,  on 
•the  admission  of  Illinois  into  the  union  of  states  (in_  1818),  the 
.secretary  of  state  was  directed  by  the  legislature  to  procure  a  seal, 
■  but  no  design  was  ever  prescribed  by  law,  and  the  first  seal  is  still 
"In  use.    In  1SG7  the  Chicago  Tribune  savagely,  but  Ineffectually, 

attacked  its  motto,  "State  Sovereignty — National  Union,"  for  impro- 
;  priety  and  incongruity,  inasmuch  as  there  had  just  been  a  very 

bloody  and  costly  war  to  destroy  the  principle  of  state  sovereignty 
.  and  establish  that  of  national  ur-;on. 

M.TIVPT  WATKTNS. 


'     Nebraska  State  Flag,  and  State  Seal 

House  roll  No.  571,  introduced  by  Representative  George  A, 
Williams,  of  Fillmore  county,  at  the  request  of  the  Nebraska  Society 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  is  now  upon  the 
general  file  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  provides  that  the 
governor  shall  appoint  an  unpaid  commission  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  designs  for  a  new  state  seal  and  for  a  state  flag.  The 
commission  shall  first  pass  upon  a  design  tor  the  state  seal.  When 
that  is  approved  the  bill  provides  that  "the  state  flag  shall  consist 
of  a  reproduction  of  the  emblem  and  motto  approved  for  the  great 
seal  of  the  state,  in  gold  and  silver  on  a  field  of  national  blue,  with 
a  representation  of  the  state  flower,  the  golden  rod,  upon  the  upper 
margin  of  such  field."  An  appropriation  of  $100  for  the  use  of 
the  committee  in  obtaining  designs  for  the  state  seal  and  state  flag 
is  provided. 

Elsewhere  in  this  magazine  is  a  story  of  the  genesis  of  the 
present  state  seal  of  Nebraska,  by  Mr.  Watkins.  It  is  remarkable 
that  this  story  of  the  present  seal,  the  introduction  of  a  bill  for  a 
new  design,  and  the  death  of  the  man  who  introduced  the  bill  which 
created  the  first  seal  should  occur  at  nearly  the  same  time.  It  was 
fortunate  for  Nebraska  history  .that  Mr.  Wiles  survived  in  the  full 
possession  of  his  faculties  until  the  present  year.  In  a  long  inter- 
view last  summer  in  the  Historical  Society  rooms  he  gave  very  inter- 
sting  details  of  the  creation  of  the  first  Nebraska  seal. 

A  few  of  those  details  are  here  given  in  addition  to  the  infor- 
mation found  in  Mr.  Watkins'  article:  Mr.  Wiles  was  strongly  of 
the  opinion  that  the  motto  "Equality  Before  The  Law"  did  not 
refer  to  slavery  nor  to  equal  civil  rights  for  white  and  black  in  this 
state.  His  impression  was  distinct  that  it  originated  from  the  early 
controversies  over  land  locations  in  the  Missouri  River  counties  and 
was  inspired  by  the  frontier  sentiment  in  favor  of  givng  every  man 
an  equal  chance  to  secure  a  home  on  the  public  domain.  He  may 
have  been  mistaken  in  this  idea,  but  he  certainly  was  tenacious  in 
holding  it. 

According  to  his  recollection  he  conceived  the  idea  of  intro- 
ducing a  bill  to  provide  a  state  seal  unaided.  As  he  was  not  a 
lawyer,  he  invited  Elmer  S.  Dundy,  afterward  judge  of  the  U.  S. 
court  for  the  district  of  Nebraska,  to  confer  with  him.  The  two 
met  in  Judge' Dundy's  room  in  an  Omaha  hotel  and  discussed  the 
drafting  of  the  bill.  The  main  elements  of  the  picture  Mr.  Wiles 
brought  to  that'  conference  in  his  own  mind.  He  wished  to  have 
the  Missouri  River,  the  mountains,  growing  crops  upon  the  farm, 
and  a  blacksmith  to  represent  the  mechanic  arts.  Judge  Dundy 
gave,  in  part  at  least,  the  descriptive  order  to  these  parts  of  the 
picture  was  made  the  final  draft  of  the  bill  which  Mr.  Wiles  intro- 
duced in  the  legislature. 

As  Mr.  Watkins  says,  it  was  Mr.  Wiles'  recollection  also  that 
he  conceived  the  idea  of  the  motto  and  proposed  variant  forms  for 
it  to  Judge  Dundy,  who  selected  the  one  which  has  been  the  Nebraska 
state  motto  for  the  past  half  century. 

Efforts  to  determine  who  made  the  design  for  the  present  seal 
have  failed.  Mr.  Wiles'  impression  was  that  an  Omaha  jeweler, 
whose  name  he  did  not  remember,  was  the  designer  and  that  the 
twenty-five  dollars  provided  for  payment  was  thereby  kept  in  Ne- 
braska. A  thorough  search  of  the  vouchers  of  the  early  period  of 
the  auditor's  office  may  yet  disclose  the  designer  of  the  present 
state  seal. 

Isaac  Wiles  was  a  truly  remarkable  pioneer.  His  mind  even 
•  in  his  90th  year  was  keen  and  logical  and  his  recollections  full  of 
detail  and  overflowing  with  human  interest.  Whatever  may  be 
done  to  secure  a  more  artistic  design  for  our  state  seal— and  there 
is  room' to  do  much — -it  may  well  be  doubted  that  a  better  motto 
for  seal  or  flag  can  be  devised  than  the  one  of  1867. 

ADDISON  E.  SHELDON. 


SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  THE  NEBRASKA  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  forty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Nebraska 
School  for  the  Blind  was  celebrated  at  Nebraska  City  March  5.  Supt. 
Ned  C.  Abbott  sends  the  Historical  Society  a  program  which  carries 
the  following  interesting  historical  data  relating  to  the  school: 

Name  Began  Appointed  by        Yrs.  Mos.  Dys. 

Samuel  Bacon  March  1,1875  Board  Public  Lands  2  S  21 
J.  B.  Parnialee     Nov,    22,1877     Gov.  S.  Garber  14       2  22 

C.  D.  Rakestraw  Feb.  15,1892  Gov.  James  E.  Boyd  1  1  25 
Wm.Ebright       Apr.   10,1893     Gov.  Lorenzo  Crounse    2      5  25 

D.  Neil  Johnson  Oct.  5,1895  Gov.  S.  A.  Holcomb  O  4  26 
Wm.  A.  Jones  March  1,1896  Governor  Holcomb  3  3  G 
J.E.Harris  June  9,1899  Gov.  Wm.  A.  Poynter  1  S  23 
J.  T.  Morey  March  1,1901  Gov.  Chas.  Dietrich  7  11  0 
R.C.King  Jan.  7,1911  Gov.  C.  H.  AUlrich  2  0  3 
N.C.Abbott        Feb.      1,1909     Gov.  A.  C.  Shallenberger 

Jan.    10,1913     Gov.  J.  H.  Morehead      9/1  2 
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4:  Nebraska  History  ana  Kecora  <ji  noucci  x^ujo 

PASSING  OR  THE  NEBRASKA  PIONEER 


(These  obituaries  are  compiled  largely  £rom  death  notices  printed 
lu  newspapers  which  are  received  and  kept  on  file  by  the  Historical 
Society.  While  the  sketches  have  been  carefully  edited,  it  has  been 
impossible  to  avoid  and  correct  all  inaccuracies  The  lives  of  some 
subjects  of  the  obituaries  were  of  unusual  public  interest,  and  in  such 
cases  the  sketches  have  been  duly  amplified.  Statements  of  fact, 
particularly  those  which  are  of  record,  have  been  verified  as  far  as 
practicable.  Obviously,  it  is  very  desirable  that  these  records  which 
will  always  be  used  for  reference,  should  be  correct,  and  surviving 
relatives  and  editors  of  local  newspaJ)ers  should  carefully  cooperate 
in  preventing  errors.) 

Mrs.  Phoebe  Ellen  Young  Stafford,  born  in  Mills  county,  Iowa, 
August  11th,  1853,  died  December  25th  at  Clarinda,  Iowa;  canie  with 
parents  to  Cass  county  in  18  55. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lebs  Schmid,  wife  of  Jacob  Schmid,  Platte 
county,  resident  of  Nebraska  since  18C7,  died  January  1st. 

Mrs.  Marie  Antoinette  Newberry  Pilley,  resident  of  Auburn, 
Nebraska,  in  the  early  sixties,  died  in  Portland,  Oregon,  January  1st. 

Gus  B'.  Speice,  born  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  July  16,  1864,  died 
January  4th;  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Katherine  Becker  Speice,  pio- 
neers of  Platte  county;  was  active  in  business  and  political  life;  held 
the  offices  of  clerk  of  the  district  court,  mayor,  and  city  treasurer. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Waite,  Beatrice,  died  January  5th;  settled  at  Brown- 
ville,  Nebraska,  in  October,  1867. 

John  Rhoden,  Dixon  county,  pioneer  of  1856,  died  January  5th. 

Mrs.  Martha  Nicholson  Thorp,  Nebraska  City,  died  January  6th; 
married  to  Edwin  F.  Thorp,  October  19,  1862;  in  1863  moved  to  Ne- 
braska City. 

William  Henry  Kerns,  resident  of  Nebraska  since  18  67,  died  in 
Table  Rock,  January  6th. 

James  T.  Munson,  resident  of  Lancaster  county  since  1866,  died 
January  8  th. 

Mrs.  Rosina  Uhlig,  Falls  City,  died  January  8th;  settled  in  Nem- 
aha county  in  1857. 

Mrs.  Achte  Margaretha  Neemann,  resident  of  Otoe  county  since 
1862,  died  January  9th. 

Aaron  Wilson,  pioneer  of  Burt  county  in  1866,  died  in  Tacoma, 
Washington,  January  9  th. 

MrH,  Caspor  K.  Yost,  ro.=ii(lent  of  Omaha  since  ]SC6,  diod  nt  Long 
Uoach,  Cal.,  aljoiil  Jaiiuury  loih. 

Mr.  Yost  died  November  22,  1U20.  He  was  the  principal 
founder  of  the  Nebraska  Telephone  Company,  and  when  he  retired 
from  business,  in  1919,  he  was  president  of  the  company  and  also  of 
the  Iowa  Telephone  Company  and  the  Northwestern  .Telephone  Ex- 
change Company. 

Mrs.  Bridget  Bourke,  resident  of  Nemaha  county  since  1862, 
died  January  10th. 

Mrs.  Mary  Costin  a  resident  of  Nebraska  since  1857,  died  at 
her  home  near  Gothenburg,  January  11th. 

James  McKenna,  8  5  years  old,  i-esident  of  Omaha  since  18  65, 
died  January  11th. 

Mrs.  Anna  Marie  Ramseyer,  daughter  of  Rev.  William  Hamilton, 
noted  missionary  to  the  Indians,  died  about  January  11th,  in  Mis- 
souri Valley,  Iowa. 

Father  Hamilton,  as  he  was  commonly  called,  was  a  missionary 
among  Indians  of  the  west-of-the-Missouri  plains  during  the  larger 
part  of  his  life.  He  was  a  teacher  at  the  Sauk  and  Fox  mission, 
Great  Nemaha  agency,  from  1841  to  1853,  when  h  became  superin- 
tendent of  the  Crow  and  Omaha  mission  on  separate  reservations,  in 
mained  until  these  tribes  were  placed  on  separate  reservations,  in 
1855.  He  was  superintendent  of  the  Omaha  mission  under  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  from  July, 
1867,  until  1869,  when  the  mission  was  superseded  by  the  new  policy 
through  which  the  Indian  agencies  were  put  under  control  of  the  sev- 
eral religious  denominations,  those  in  Nebraska  falling  to  the  Society 
of  Friends. 

John  S.  Ellison,  a  farmer  for  fifty-five  years  near  Liberty,  Ne- 
braska, died  Jaunary  13th. 

Mrs.  Mary  Buskirk,  resident  of  Cass  county,  near  Murdock  for 
fifty-three  years,  died  January  15th. 

Claudius  P.  Douglass  died  at  his  home  near  Melba,  Platte  county, 
January  16th;  freighted  from  Nebraska  City  to  Fort  Laramie  in 
1866;  settled  permanently  in  Nebraska  in  1883. 

Joseph  rwilliam  Martin,  born  in  Pawnee  county,  Nebraska,  No- 
vember 8,  1867,  died  January  18th;  graduated  from  the  college  of 
medicine  of  the  University  of  Nebraska  in  1903. 

Peter  Freese  died  in  Nebraska  City  January  19th;  said  to  have 
been  fireman  on  the  first  train  that  ran  from  Nebraska  City  to  Lin- 
coln on  the  Midland  Pacific  railroad;  was  an  engineer  in  the  em- 
ploy of  that  railroad  for  many  years;  and  a  resident  of  Nebraska 
from  1866. 

Barney  Mullen,  aged  eighty-three  years,  resident  of  Nebraska 
since  1860,  died' at  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  January  23rd;  enlisted  for 
service  in  .the  Civil  War  in  the  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  C, 
September  3,  1861;  was  mustered  out  at  Nashville,  December  16, 
1865.  After  the  war  he  resumed  farming  near  Stella  and  left  an 
estate  of  108  0  acres  in  Richardson  county. 

Mrs.  Hannah  M.  Beatty,  resident  of  Johnson  county  since  1860, 
died  January  24th. 

Peter  E.  Her,  resident  of  Omaha  since  1866,  died  January  25th; 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  liquor  business  until  1902;  president  of  the 
Wlilow  Sp.-'ngs  distillery  and  leader  in  antt-prohihii ion  movements, 
■was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Omaha  Stock  Yards  company;  organ- 
ized with  others  the  South  Omaha  Land  company;  built  many  sub- 
stantial buildings  in  Omaha  among  which  was  the  Her  Grand  Hotel. 


Mr.  Her  was  a  very  influential  citizen  of  Omaha  for  about  forty 
Enoch  W.  Bline  died  January  26th  in  Omaha;  crossed  the 

in  1849;  resided  permanently  in  Nebraska  since  1866. 

Eli  Plummer,  Lincoln,  died  January  27th;  born  Novemb 

1835;  settled  in  Plattsmouth  in  March  1863;  engaged  in  whi 

grocery  business  in  Lincoln  in  1879;  had  a  large  part  in  the  { 

and  development  of  Lincoln. 

Mrs.  Emily  Jane  Conover  Deweber,  resident  of  Nebrask: 

1859,  died  at  her  home  near  Pawnee  City  January  28th. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Jane  Strop  Wise  died  at  Heartwell,  J; 

28th;  came  to  Nebraska  in  1867. 

Mrs.  Martha  Jane  Brown  Selby,  resident  of  Nebraska 
18  65,  died  January  2  8th  in  Wauneta. 

Augustus  Lockner,  resident  of  Nebraska  since  1866,  d 
Omaha  January  2  9th.  Mr.  Lockner  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civ 
and  also  aided  in  guarding  General  Dodge  and  his  party  agai 
dians  during  the  building  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad. 

John  Stevenson,  resident  of  Florence  and  Omaha  since 
died  January  29th;  Isorn  in  Scotland;  came  with  his  father,  A 
der  Stevenson,  to  Florence  in  July  1856. 

Henry  Schmidt,  a  member  of  the  lirm  of  Fred  Schmi 
Brother,  and  a  resident  of  Lancaster  county  for  over  fifty  yeai 
January  2  9th. 

William  G.  Hail,  born  in  Nebraska  City,  July  23,  1856, 
C.  C.  and  Susan  Hail,  died  January  30th  in  Omaha. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Catherine  McCorkle  Wiles,  who  settled  i 
county  in  185  6,  died  January  31st.  She  was  the  mother  of  tc 
and  four  daughters. 

Mrs.  William  Daily,  resident  of  Auburn  and  Nemaha 
since  1861;  died  February  5th.  other  of  Mrs.  A.  K.  Goudy, 
state  superintendent  1891-9  5. 

Elmer  E.  Davis,  native  of  Colfax  county,  born  Noveml 

1860,  died  February  5th. 

W.  L.  E.  Green,  Independent,  died  February  5  th;  resided 
braska  for  fifty-four  years. 

Miss  Margaret  L.  McCheane,  Omaha,  died  February  5th  z 
Beach,  California;  came  to  Omaha  with  her  parents  in  1857;  ' 
third  woman  employed  by  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  companj 
ing  in  1873  and  was  retired  with  a  pension  in  1909. 

Mill,  .lidiiuiiml  lliuic.y,  I'CHlili^iit  ol"  I'latlo  couiily  In  J  8  C 
February  6th  at  hor  home  near  Ulchlaud. 

v.  W.  Darling,  ninety-three  years  old,  a  resident  of  Nebra 
sixty-five  years,  died  in  Auburn,  February  7th. 

Milton  M.  Harney,  resident  of  Burt  county  since  1857,  di- 
ruary  10th;  in  1862  enlisted  in  the  2nd  Nebraska  Cavalry  and 
on  the  western  frontier  to  protect  the  settlers  from  Indian  d 
tions. 

Richard  Dunning,  born  in  Richardson  county,  July  3,  18." 
at  his  home  iu  Indianola,  February  11th. 

Daniel  D.  Johnson,  Scottsbluff,  died  February  11th;  se 
Cass  county  in  1867;  born  in  Crawford,  Pennsylvania,  A; 
1843;  removed  to  Iowa  and  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil 
Company  A  29th  Iowa  Volunteers. 

George  W.  Brown,  a  resident  of  Otoe  county  before  18i 
February  15th. 

Mrs.  Mary  Cummings,  eighty-six  years  old,  resident  of 
since  1865,  died  February  15th 

Mrs.  Lucy  Helen  Glover  Tower,  resident  of  Nebraska  sin 
died  at  her  home  in  Lincoln,'  February  17th. 

William  Blair,  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  Wtir,  died  Februa 
in  Brainard  where  he  had  lived  since  18  67.  . 

Michael  Brannen  died  in  Auburn,  February  21;  settlec 
braska  City  in  18  55;  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  War  i: 
souri  regiment  of  infantry;  at  the  close  of  the  war  returned  to 
ka,  settling  at  St.  Deroin,  later  lived  at  Shubert.  Mrs.  Brani 
on  February  26th.  She  had  endured  all  the  hardships  of 
life  on  the  western  frontier  and  was  with  her  husband  at  the 
was  campaigning  with  the  Union  army  in  Kansas,  one  chi 
born  at  that  time. 

Mrs.  W.  Albert  Heikes,  resident  of  Dakota  City  since  IS 
February  21st. 

James  Firmon  Harris,  soldier  of  the  Civil  War,  resider. 
braska  since  1866,  died  in  Hildreth,  February  22nd. 

William  H.  Turner,  who  freighted  between  Omaha  and 
in  the  sixties  and  helped  to  build  the  Union  Pacific  railroad 
Wyoming,  died  in  Fremont  February  27th;  came  to  Nebrask. 
1859. 

Mrs.  Cornelia  Olson,  who  settled  on  a  farm  five  miles 
Herman  in  1866,  where  she  had  since  resided,  died  March  2 
'  T.  M.  Wimberly  of  University  Place,  resident  of  Nebr 
almost  sixty  years,  died  March  7th. 

Lewis  H.  Laflin,  soldier  of  the  Civil  War,  died  at  his  f; 
denoe  near  Crab  Orchard,  March  7th,  where  he  had  settlei 
1857;  served  three  years  in  Company  I,  First  Regiment  I 
Volunteers  (afterward  First  Nebraska  Cavalry  and  First  1 
Nebraska  Veteran  Volunteers);  member  of  the  Nebraska  1 
Representatives  of  1873,  and  held  many  offices  of  respons 
Johnson  county. 

August  Stark,  pioneer  Cuming  county  in  1803,  died  n 
net,  March  8th. 

Horace  Dutton,  Dakota  City,  resident  of  Nebraska  for 
years,  died  March!  8th;  was  a  member  of  Company  D,  Fi 
Cavalry  in  the  Civil  War;  was  noted  for  the  fact  that  althoug 
had  four  years  active  service  In  the  war  he  was  never  knov 
a  war  story. 
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<:ko«c;k  bird  cuiNNr.lx 
«IlI\Xi:i,Ii  AVHITKS  AllOUT  TIIK  I'AWNKK 

George  Bird  C!rinii<dl  loiif;  apo  I'Mtablishpd  a  reputation  as  an 
aiitlioritativc  hiRforian  fjf  (ho  I^awnee,  tlio  nif)st.  important  tribe  of 
Indians  of  whom  Nebra.slta  was  the  principal  habitat.  On  the  second 
of  Afarch,  J  020  Mr.  fJrinnell  sent  the  secretary  of  the  TTistorical 
Society  the  following  slory  of  an  inlercistinK  incident  in  the  life  of 
this  once  powerful  trilie  of  the  Nebraska  plains. 

In  my  lioolc  — /'')»»<i'  Hero  Ktor'ir^  anil  Folk  Tuli.s — New  York 


1889 — I  tell  something  about  the  way  in  wliich  the  .Slddi  tribe  came 
to  be  taken  into  the  then  laige  village,  situated  at  one  time  on  the 
rialte  near  Fremont,  and  later,  up  to  the  year  1  874,  on  the  Loup 
Kivcr  in  Nebraska  about  where  the  town  of  Genoa  now  stands.  A 
long  time  ago  I  received  some  details  of  the  fighting  descrilied  on 
pages  233  and  23  4  of  the  Pawnee  book,  details  whicli  liave  never 
been  published  and  which  possess  for  me  a  certain  interest  In  con- 
nection witti  ratlier  ancient  l*ani  history.  'I'lie  account  was  given 
aI)oiit  187(;  lo  Major  Fi'auk  North  and  his  broMier  liy  a  very  old 
Chaui  Indian.  The  book  says  '"I'hcre  was  a  sharp  rivalry  between 
tlie  Cbaui  and  the  Skidi  and  their  disputes  linallv  cnlininalcd  in  an 
unprovoked  attack  by  the  Skidi  on  some  Pani  while  they  were 
hunting  buffalo." 

Tlie  Pani  who  were  attacked  were,  as  the  book  suggests,  Chaui, 
and  it  is  said  that  perhaps  two  hundred  were  killed — all  men, 
for  it  was  a  hunti.ng  party  from  the  Chaui  village  wliich  was  then 
on  the  south  side  of  tlie  I'lalte  River  just  below  the  Lone  Tree,  or 
vvliere  Central  City,  Nebraska,  now  is.  The  Chaui.  who  escaped, 
returned  to  their  village.    This  was  probably  in  the  winter. 

It  is  supposed  that  at  this  time  tlic  Cbaui  and  the  Skidi  were 
about  equal  in  numbers,  and  the  Chaui  did  not  feel  strong  etiough 
alone  to  attack  the  Skidi.  The  KitkebabUi  were  then  living  on 
the  Republican  River,  and  the  Pitahanerat  on  the  Smoky  Hill 
Hiver.  The  Skidi  village  was  on  the  Loup  River,  about  where  Fuller- 
ton,  Nebraska,  now  is. 

The  Cbatii  sen*  the  pipe  to  the  two  other  villages,  tcld  them 
what  had  happened,  and  asl<ed  their  assistance.  Couiu'ils  were  held 
al)OUt  the  matter,  and  tlir  two  trilies  delermined  to  help  the  Chaui. 
The  two  villages  were  moved  up  to  the  Platte  River  and  camped 
with  the  Chaui.  and  tlie  warriors  of  all  three  villages  made  prepara- 
tions to  attack  the  Skidi.  The  men  crossed  tlie  Platte  River  in  bull 
boats,  made  of  green  buffalo  bides  in  the  usual  way — a  detail  wliicli 
shows  that  the  time  must  have  been  early  summer  when  the  Platte 
River  was  full  from  the  melting  snows  of  the  mountains,  and  so  not 
fordalile. 

'JTie  allies  made  a  night  march,  as  already  stated,  and  sent  out 
warriors  to  represent  iiulTaloes  to  induce  the  Skidi  to  come  out  of  their 
village.  The  supposed  buffaloes  tiled  down  toward  the  river,  over  tlie 
sand-bills  at  a  point  below  the  old  village  where  the  Skidi  then 
lived,  but  on  tlie  other — south — side  of  the  river.  Other  Paul  war- 
riors bid  themselves  along  the  river,  a  part  in  the  tinilier  of  the 
ri\'(.^r  bottom,  and  .a  part  Iichiiid  the  ridge  of  sand-bills  back  from 
llie  river.  All  these  were  above  -fintber  up  llie  river  (ban  Ilia 
supposed  buffaloes,  so  lliat  when  riding  down  to  cut  olT  the  Inilfaloes, 
the  Skidi  must  jiass  belwoeii  the  two  lines  of  Pani  warriors. 

The  Skidi  nalurally  crossed  Hie  Loup  River  opposile  their  own 
village  to  ride  down  the  river  to  catch  the  buffaloes  as  tliey  wore  run- 
ning back  from  the  river  to  the  sand-hills.  As  soon  as  they  had 
crossed,  they  galloped  down  the  ri\'er  on  the  south  side  toward  the 
place  where  the  buffaloes  had  entered  the  timber  to  drink.  The  Pani 
waited  and  as  sofin  as  the  Skidi  li.'ui  fairly  come  within  Iheir  lines, 
Ihe  Paul  charged  on  tliem  from  in  front,  behind,  anil  on  botli  sides, 
and  attacked  them  with  fury.  The  Skidi,  siirrouudeil  and  oiitnum- 
lieied,  at  once  attempted  to  retinii,  and  broke  tbrougb  Ibe  lines 
wherever  they  could,  trying  to  get  back  to  (heir  village;  but  the 
I'ani  followed  and  killed  them  all  the  way  up  tlie  valley.  The  old 
Cbaui  who  told  the  slory  said  that  more  than  twice  as  many  Skidi 
were  killed  ns  had  been  killed  of  Ibe  Cniaiii. 

The  Skidi  crossed  the  river  to  their  village  and  all  the  men  who 
bad  not  gone  out  to  chase  the  buffaloes  came  out  of  Ibe  villnge  and 
joined  the  buffalo  hunters,  and  jireparcd  to  make  a  stand  on  the 
south  side  of  the  village.  The  Pani  stopped  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  and  gathered  tliere.  The  Chaui  and  the  Pitahanerat 
wished  to  cross  over  and  exterminate  the  Skidi,  but  (he  Kitkehaki 
said  "No.  They  are  the  same  people  as  ourselves,  Ihey  speak  a 
language  nearly  like  ours;  and  they  must  not  bo  destroyed."  The 
dispute  about  this  among  the  Paul  tribes  was  sliarp  and  angry,  but 
the  Kilkehaki  were  linn  and  finally  said,  "Let  us  take  them 
over  to  llie  Platte  and  from  now  on  make  them  live  with  ns."  To 
Ibis  the  Pani  tinally  agreed.  They  made  signs  lo  Ibe  Skidi  that  they 
did  not  want  to  figlit  any  more;  they  wished  lo  talk.  Tliev  cro=;sed 
Hie  river,  told  the  Skidi  what  they  had  decided  on,  and  the  latter 
agreed  to  it.  The  Pani  took  mucli  of  tlie  properly  of  the  Skidi, 
many  horses.  They  also  nmde  many  of  tlie  Skidi  women  marry  into 
Ibe  other  bands,  so  as  to  establisli  close  relations  wilb  these  bands. 

Tlie  old  Chaui  who  gave  this  account  said  that  bis  fatlier  was 
a  small  boy  when  these  events  took  j>lace.  This  would  tlirow  lliem 
back  into  the  eighleentli  century.  Many  years  ago  ancient  Skidi 
and  Chaui  fold  me  thai  (hey  rcmeniliered  figbts  belween  Ibe  Skidi 
and  Ihe  oilier  bands,  but  these  memories  refer  to  iniicb  later  qiiarri'ls 
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hrlwccn  tho  I'nnds,  in  \\hirh  (lispulos,  liowever,  ttirrc  wns  no  loss 
(ir  lifp. 

Tlif  \\ps;tori!  sinlps  nre  now  roUocliiip:  ;nul  p\il(ins  on  record  a 
woiulorlnl  lol  o[  hislorical  niiiftcr,  and  llip  niesi  who  luive  the  opiior- 
tnnity  to  <io  this  aro  to  Ijo  conf^ratnlated  on  having  sucl\  an  intor- 
p-iinK  \vorI\  to  pprfoini. 

1  am  Rlad  (o  hpronip  a  nienil)pr  of  the  State  Historical  Society 
for  I  have  hcpn  a  travcllpr  in  Nehraslsa  for  lifty  years  and  in  close 
toncli  Willi  a  nnnilipr  of  its  citizens  for  all  that  lime.  I  am  enclosing 
in  (his  a  check  foi'  six  dollars  to  pay  for  the  two  volnmes  that  you 
sent  me.  ami  also  for  (nemhcrship  in  the  State  Historical  Society  for 
the  cominK  ye;ir.  1  hope  tliat  this  is  ri^i't;  if  not,  you  will,  1  am 
sure,  let  me  liiiiiw  so  that  1  can  adjust  tliinK'i- 

ThanI;  you  tiu-  yo\ir  pleasaul  words  ahcint  niy  hiiidis.  I  am 
extremely  interesleil  to  know  that  you  knew  something  ahout  the 
I'awnee.  I  always  felt  that  my  hook  ahoni  the  I'awnee  was  one 
of  tlip  two  or  tliree  things  that  1  have  done  that  was  woith  doing. 
Of  course  it  has  heen  superseded  ijerliaps  hy  other  things  hut  I  do 
hope  (h;it  it  has  the  real  ahoriginal  thn"or,i>f  those  eaidy  pcoiile. 

You  are  no  doubt  familiar  with  the  fact  that  Mr.  .fohu  H  Dun- 
bar hail  prepared  a  vocabulary  and  a  grammar  of  the  I'awuPe  lan- 
gnage.  'I  he  \  ocabulary  he  possessed,  I  think,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  ninny  years  before  that  he  loani-d  it  to  me  and  I  had  it 
copied,  'lliat  copy  1  still  have.  II  should  be  possible  to  get  hold  of 
his  original  and  print  it  as  his.  This  graniuiar  was  lost  many  years 
ago. 


liDMIM.SCiOXCIOS  15V  lil^Tlir.lC  H.  NCJKTll 

T  am  returning  you  Mr.  (irinnell's  letters  and  want  to  thank 
yon  for  the  papers  yon  sent.  The  medal  is  very  interesting.  I  think 
perhaps  I  know  as  much  about  the  old  Skidi  village  that  was  located 
up  near  Spring  Creek  as  any  man  living  or  dead.  I  disco\'ered  it 
in  1S7I  ami  on  my  trip  home  to  Cnluinbiis  stopped  at  the  Skidi  vil- 
lage and  bad  a  long  talk  wilh  Eagle  Chief  about  it.  The  walls  of 
the  dirt  loilges  were  some  Ihree  feet  high  in  (his  old  village  and  one 
of  them  was  so  large  (two  hundred  ten  feet  in  diameter)  that  1 
wondered  bow  (hey  could  have  covered  it  and  asked  lOagle  Chief 
about  it.  He  said  it  must  have  been  a  council  house  and  that  per- 
haps it  bail  no  roof  on  it.  Tie  said  the  Skidi  lived  there  at  two 
diltereiil  pei-ituls.  It  was  from  this  \illage  (hat  the  Skidi  got  separ- 
ated and  part  of  them  went  norlh  and  ni'ver  came  back.  This  band 
are  now  tlie  ,\rickara.  This  hniipeued  when  Ihey  lived  there  the 
first  time.  They  then  abandoned  that  village  and  moved  up  the 
North  Loup  but  later  came  hack  to  the  Spring  Creek  village  hut  he 
liatl  no  idea  how  long  it  might  hiwe  been.  1  should  like  to  say  some- 
Ibiiig  about  (he  name  oC  I'ita  Leshara  but  it  is  too  hard  for  nie  to 
wiite.  There  might  have  been  a  Skidi  who  look  that  name  hut  there 
lii  ver  was  a  Stvidi  thai  wa:l  head  cbiet'  of  the  I'awnei^  (ribe  aflm- 
111.-  coieiididiiliiui  or  I  111'  tour  hands.  I  guess  I  bad  heller  stop  before 
I  pii(  m.\  tnot  ill  il  as  1  am  loo  old  In  get  into  :in  argnmeiil  will) 
aii.\  one. 

1  s;iw  I)'.'  tlie  paper  that  \<)u  W'M'-  in  Ciil  il  in  bus  nut  very  lung  ago. 
I  would  lie  very  pleaseil  lo  have  yon  eoiiie  to  see  me  whenever  yon 
are  in  Coliiiiibiis.  1  tonk  Ml.  (Iriunell  on  a  bnlTalo  bunt  wilh  the 
rawiiee  in  I,ST1^.  Tiiaiiking  .^■llu  again  for  (he  papers  ami  also 
for  the  iniitation  to  .aicompany  yea  and  Mr.  (iiinuell  next  summer 
which  I  shi.iild  \eiy  much  like  to  do.  1,.  il.  NOIiTll. 


riiio  I oi  XDri!  oil'  i-oiii'  .vikixsov 

Fi'illowing  is  the  address  by  Ciilenel  1!.  yv.  .Mkinson  at  the 
cf  iileiinial  celebration  of  (he  foiiiiiling  of  h^ort  Atkinson,  on  Octiiher 
II.  1!ini.  'I'he  Jill  ucl  nal  ion,  ca  jiil  a  li/a  1  ion,  etc.,  are  just  as  the 
colonel   wrote  tbr'iii. 

II  is  my  iiileniion  lo  make  a  brief  response  to  the  sentiment 
"Cleii'-jal  AlK'insou,  founder  of  I-'ort  Atkinson";  to  really  give  a  brief 
outline  of  the  luililary  services  of  tlie  man  who  fonnded  this  well 
known  old  fort. 

flefore  making  these  remarks,  I  wisli  lo  express  my  great  gr.at- 
ilicaiion  at  being  present  heip  (oilay,  and  my  appreeialion  of  tlie 
efforts  of  the  Nebraska  Historical  Society  to  have  me  present. 

Ceneral  Henry  .Atkinson  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  ap- 
IKiiuted  Captain  of  (hp  Itril  Inf.  the  lirst  of  ,Tiily,  18(18.  He  was  ap- 
jioiiiteil  Colonel  in  (he  lns]iecior  (leneral's  ne|iartment  the  2,'ith  day 
of  April,  ISi:i.  Aiipoinled  Colonel  of  4lh  Int.  the  15th  day  of  April, 
LSI  1,  and  transferred  (o  (be  ?,7th  Inf.  the  22nd  of  April,  1814,  and 
again  lo  th"  r,\h  Inf.  (he  17(h  of  Way  1815.  He  was  appointed  a  Brig. 
General  (he  Kith  of  May,  1820.  On' the  first  of  .June,  1821,  he  was 
appointid  a  Colonel  and  Ad.jntant  (.leneral,  which  he  declined.  He 
was  then  appointed  as  the  Colonel  of  tho  Oth  Inf.  upon  the  reduction 
of  the  .'\rniy,  and  retained  that  position  with  the  rank  of  Brig.  Gen- 
er.il.  He  died  at  .leffeison  llarracks  the  14lh  of  ,Iiine,  1842,  and  is 
buried  at  Cave  Hill  Cemetery,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

I'lior  to  llio  War  of  1812-1815,  (!en.  Atkinson  had  service  at 
different  niililary  jiosts,  and  on  August  27th,  1815,  he  assumed  coin- 
niand  of  the  ilib  Inf..  at  Kt.  Lewis,  N.  Y.  Upon  assuming  command 
of  (he  liegimenl,  (Jen.  Atkinson  issued  the  following  order:  "As- 
sume the  command  of  the  fith  Regt.  of  Inf.  wliich  the  President  of 
the  Cniteil  Stales  has  heen  jileased  lo  confide  to  my  care.  In  enter- 
ing upon  bis  duty  he  is  not  unconscious  of  tlie  importance  and  re- 
sponsibility  of  the  charge,  but  be  embraces  it  with  conhdence,  rely- 
ing as  be  does  upon  the  aid  which  he  will  derive  from  the  ability  and 
exjierleiice  of  his  field,  staff  and  platoon  officers,  ns  well  as  upon  the 
good  ch;ir.'ic(er  of  (be  (roops  composing  Iho  Heginieiit."  Such  w;is 
(Icn.  Atkinson's  faith  in  (he  (ith  Inf.  whicli  playd  such  an  important 
part  wilh  him  In  the  Yellowstone  Expedition,  and  in  the  founding  ot 
Fort  Atkinson. 

The  Regiment  moved  from  Plattsburg,  N.  Y,  to  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
March,  ISIii,  and  in  an  order  preparatory  to  the  movement  ot  the 
Ileginient  up  the  river  to  Council  Bluffs,  Gen.  Atkinson  says: 
"Coniicil  Bluffs  are  situated  in  the  finest  climate  and  district  of 
country  in  America,  and  may  be  justly  assumed  the  most  desirable 
post  on  the  continent."  The  command  left  St.  I^ouis  .luly  4,  1813, 
on  the  transports  "Jefferson,"  "Expedition",  and  "Johnson".  Major 


Gad  Humphreys  was  in  command  of  the  regiment  and  Gen.  Atkinson, 
who  at  tliat  time  was  the  Commander  of  the  9th  Military  District, 
accompanied  the  Expedition  in  command.  In  a  personal  letter  (!en. 
Atkinson  slates,  "We  were  greatly  retarded  hy  the  steamboats,  which 
formed  the  part  of  our  transjiortal ion,  not  being  able  lo  navigate  in 
the  Missouri  with  any  facility.  There  were  three,  neither  of  which 
reached  any  given  point.  One  ascended  only  150  miles,  another  ;!50 
miles,  and  the  fhird  450  miles.  The  cargoes  of  all  having  after- 
wards to  be  carried  up  in  keel  boats.  The  difficulties,  of  course, 
kept  hack  the  progress  ot  troops  as  it  would  not  have  done  (o  have 
proceeded  and  left  our  supplies  unprotected,  and  besides  it  was  nec- 
esary  to  have  them  to  subsist  on.  Notwithstanding  all  the  embar- 
rassments we  i-eaclieil  Council  lilnfls,  a  point  7uo  miles  above  the 
month  of  (he  river,  on  the  lirst  of  October.  Here,  from  the  vicinity 
of  several  powerful  tribes  of  Indians,  il  became  necessary  to  erect  a 
post.  The  (roops  were  landed  and  put  to  work  to  cover  Ibemselves 
for  the  winler,  and  eiect  the  necessary  defenses,  all  of  which  were 
completed  in  season,  and  we  remained  contented  with  the  prospect 
of  sending  one  of  the  regiments  to  the  month  of  the  Yellosvsloue 
early  in  tlie  Spring.  The  Ritle  Regiment  which  was  stationed  at  a 
point  450  miles  up  the  Missouri  was  joined  lo  my  command."  lu 
another  personal  letter,  Geii.  Atkinson  writes,  "As  the  troops  were 
halted  at  (he  Bluffs  our  niiliilary  duties  consisted  in  looking  after  (he 
conduc(  and  movemeuls  of  (he  Indians,  and  to  maiiilaiu  proper  disci- 
])liiie.  I\luch  idle  time  of  course  might  have  been  expended,  but  in- 
stead of  inilnlgiiig  in  it,  we  turned  our  aHention  lo  farming  and  rais- 
ing stock."  In  December,  1822,  (Jen.  Atkinson  again  wrote  in  a 
private  letter,  "The  lirst  season  we  made  12,00ii  bushels  of  corn,  (he 
second  15,000  bushels,  and  Ihe  third  20.000  bushels.  Besides  more 
l>otatoes  and  all  sorts  of  garden  vegetables  than  can  be  devoured.  A\'e 
have  a  stock  of  300  cattle,  and  (he  (roops  have  (he  milk  of  100  cows. 
We  have  a  saw  mill,  and  a  grist  mill,  and  I  think  in  another  year  we 
shall  subsist  ourselves  without  drawing  upon  the  Inlerior."  Thus 
was  started  the  tirsi  post  west  of  the  Missouri,  and  the  lirst  settle- 
ment in  Nebraska.  Ii'rom  Chitlenden's  History  of  the  jViuerican  Fwr 
Trade  ot  tho  Far  West,  the  following  relaling  lo  Gen.  Atkinson  is 
cojiied:  "He  conducted  the  Expedition  Willi  the  praclical  good  sense 
widi  which  this  officer  was  distinguished."  Cliillenden  also  states 
thai  Gen.  Atkinson  devised  and  used  on  the  trip  down  the  Ohio  River 
from  I'ilfsburg  to  St.  Louis,  a  form  of  stern  wheel  paddle  boat,  the 
wheel  of  which  was  worked  by  the  troops  aboard,  and  that  this 
method  of  propulsion  proved  such  a  success  that  he  adopted  (he 
same  method  of  propelling  a  number  of  keel  boats  up  the  river  to 
Council  BlnlTs. 

Gen.  Atkinson  was  recalled  to  Jefferson  Barracks  in  1S22,  where 
he  conimaiiiled  the  First  Western  Departiueut  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  organized  and  eoniinanded  Ihe  Infantry  School  of  Practice,  which 
was  organized  in  1  827  after  Hie  return  of  Ihe  Olh  Iiif.  from  the  with- 
drawal of  Ihe  troops  from  h't.  .Mkluson.  The  scliool  may  rightfully 
he  called  Hie  father  of  our  schools  of  iii.st  ruci  ion  which  ba\e  since 
griiwu  Into  a  sysdmi  now  he.iiled  by  (he  Army  War  College  of  loilay 
in  Washington. 

In  1  825,  Gen.  AHiluson  and  Major  llenjaiulii  iil'alluii  of  .St. 
Louis,  were  commissioned  by  Ihe  President  to  coiiilnct  treaties  with 
tho  Missouri  Indians,  and  iiroceed  with  a  strong  military  escort  from 
Ft.  Atkinson  lo  a  point  12(1  miles  above  (be  moiiHi  of  the  Yellowstoiio 
Itiver.  Gen.  Alkiuson  and  Major  OTi'alliin  left  SI.  Louis  on  iMarch  25. 
1S25.  and  arrived  at  h't.  Atkinson  April  lOlh.  The  last  ot  Ihe  goods  to 
be  used  hy  Ihcni  on  this  trip  arrived  iMay  IMtli.  and  they  stalled  out 
May  14tli.  The  records  of  this  Expedition  tell  us  that  Gen.  .\tUinson 
used  on  this  voyage  the  same  form  of  iiaildle  w  heeled  keel  boats  which 
he  had  :iilop(ed  on  tire  trip  down  (he  Ohio  Riier  and  on  (he  trip  up 
the  river  bringing  the  troojis  to  Ft.  Atkinson.  Gen.  .Mkinson  and  Major 
O'Fallon  iirrivi  d  back  at  h^t.  Atkinson  the  lllth  of  Ihe  following  Sc))- 
leiiiber,  and  returned  lo  Jefferson  Barracks  Hie  7th  of  October,  hav- 
ing been  abseiil  on  this  trip  for  seven  mouths,  (.leii.  Atkinson  then 
resumed  his  coiumand  of  the  Western  Deparlmenl. 

During  his  tour  of  duly  at  .lel'ferson  Barracks,  Hie  Black  Hawk 
War  ot  1832  came  on.  Gen.  Atkinson  coiiiiuauiled  the  troops  in  this 
short,  hilt  bloody  campaign,  April-September,  1822,  which  termin- 
ated with  the  capture  ot  (he  celebraled  chief.  Black  Hawk,  and  his 
confliienvent  at  Jefferson  Barracks.  He  was  criticized  by  the  press 
for  what  was  (ermed  his  harsh  treatment  of  Black  Hawk  in  conhning 
iiim  under  heavy  guard  with  ball  and  chain,  but  Gen.  Alkinson  seems 
to  have  had  a  very  good  knowledge  of  Indian  character  as  is  evi- 
denced by  the  following  lakeii  from  Thwaites  History  of  the  Black 
Hawk  War:  "Gen.  Alkinson.  however,  was  piiprgedc  and  possessed 
of  much  executive  ability,  and  overcame  these  difficulties  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  He  had  military  skill,  courage,  perseverance,  and  knowl- 
edge of  Indian  character,  and  during  his  preparations  for  the  cam- 
paign took  pains  to  personall.y  assure  himself  of  the  peaceful  atti- 
tude ot  those  Sacs  and  Foxes  not  members  of  the  British  band."  The 
Indians  named  Gen.  Atkinson,  "The  While  Beaver."  Upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Black  Hawk  War,  Geu.  Alkiuson  returned  to  Jeffer- 
son Barracks,  Mo.,  and  remained  in  command  of  this  AA'eslern  Dept. 
till  his  death  in  1  842. 

Gen.  Henry  /Mkinson  married  Miss  Mary  Bullit,  ot  the  well 
known  family  of  (ha(  name  from  ICeiitiicky.  He  bad  one  son,  Edw^ard 
Graham  Atkinson,  who  married  a  Miss  AValker,  daughter  of  Major 
Benjamin  AValker  of  the  Army,  who  for  many  years  was  stationed 
ill  .St.  Louis  and  well  known  in  that  City,  and  in  tlie  Army. 

Colonel  Benjamin  AValker  Atkinson,  only  son  of  Edward  Graham 
Atkinson,  married  Miss  Caroline  Bayard  Raiidoliili.  whose  father  was 
an  army  officer,  iind  of  (he  old  Randolph  family  ot  the  Soiilh.  He 
has  two  children,  a  married  daughter,  and  a  sou,  Lieut.  Benjamin 
Walker  Atkinson,  Jr..  of  (he  Marine  Corps,  Colonel  Alkinson  en- 
tered the  service  In  1  882.  He  is  now  on  duty  as  the  Inspector  ot  the 
New  York  Recruiting  District,  stalioiied  in  New  York  CUy. 

In  closing  this  brief  outline  of  (he  military  services  ot  Gen. 
Atkinson,  I  cannot  refrain  from  again  saying  bow  greatly  pleased  It 
has  made  me  to  be  here  today.  I  feel  I  belong  in  a  way  to  Nebraska, 
"  it  Nebraska  will  adopt  me.  This  feeling  has  led  me  to  make  appli- 
cation to  join  the  Nebraska  ITislorical  Society.  This  feeling  goes 
hack  beyond  today.  In  18115  or  180(1,  1  found  among  my  grand- 
father's papers  a  letter  telling  ot  the  arrival  ot  the  command  here. 
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FLAGS  OF  TlIK  STATKS 

The  following  article  lista  flic  stajtes  which  have  a  state  flag  and 
pives  year  of  adoption  with  description: 

Alabama — 1895,  crimson  cross  of  St.  Andrew  on  field  of  white. 

Arizona — Two  stripes,  upper  red  and  lower  blue  Upper  stripe  is 
made  up  of  thirteen  rays  of  glory,  alternating  red  and  yellow.  In 
center  a  large  golden  star,  overlaps  the  two  stripes  of  which  the  flag 
is  composed. 

Arkansas — 191.'?,  red  field  wilh  white  diamond  upon  which  ap- 
pears "Arkansas"  with  a  blue  star  above  and  two  blue  slars  below. 
"White  dianiontl  surrounded  by  blue  bnrdoi-  with  2n  white  stars 
thereon. 

California — 1911,  white  with  reil  stripe  below  and  red  slar  at 
union.  Grizzly  bear  at  center  with  "California  Republic"  in  black 
below. 

Colorado — 1  908,  three  stripes  with  C  in  gold. 

Connecticut — Azure  blue  field  with  shield  (arms  of  the  state). 

Delaware — 1914,  blue  field,  with  great  seal  In  center.  "December 
7,  1787"  below. 

Florida — 1  899,  state  seal  on  ground  of  white  with  red  bars. 

Georgia — 1  879,  one-third  lilue  with  state  seal,  remaining  two- 
thirds  (livided  Into  three  horizontal  stripes,  upper  and  lower  red, 
middle  white. 

Idaho — 1909,  blue  field,  name  of  state  and  seal  thereon. 
Illinois — 1915,  state  seal  in  black  or  national  colors  becomes  state 
banner. 

Indiana — 1901,  (banner)  blue  field,  19  stars,  and  a  flaming  torch 
in  gold  or  huff. 

Iowa — 1917,  white  with  American  eagle  holding  in  his  beak  the 
scroll  with  "Our  Liberty  We  Prize  and  Our  Rights  We  Will  Main- 
tain" in  blue  letters.    "Iowa"  below  this  in  red  letters. 

Kansas — Blue  with  state  seal. 

Kentucky — 1880,  navy  blue  ground  with  seal  in  a  wreath  of 
goldeurod. 

Tjonisiaua — 1912.  blue  field,  with  pelican  feeding  its  young,  "Union, 
Justice  and  Confidence"  below. 

Maine  — 1909,  field  of  blue,  coat  of  arms  embroidered  in  silk. 

Maryland — 1904.  shield  of  slate  (personal  shield  of  Jjord  Balti- 
more), colors,  red.  black,  gold,  silver. 

Massachusetts — 1908,  white  field,  seal  in  center. 

Michigan — 1911,  blue  field  with  arms  of  state  thereon. 

Afinnesota — 1893,  blue  field  with  stale  seal  in  center.  Tip  of  staff 
has  golden  gopher. 

Mississippi— after  Civil  War,  blue,  while  and  rod  stripes  with  a 
red  union  upon  which  ajiprars  a  blue  cross  of  St.  Andrew  and  thir- 
teen while  stars. 

Missouri — 1913,  red.  white  and  blue  horizontal  stripes  with  band 
of  blue  in  center,  enclosing  coat  of  arms  of  state  on  white  ground, 
twenty-four  stars  on  the  blue  baud. 

Montana — 190n,  blue  field  wilh  seal  of  stale  and  gold  fringe. 

Nebraska. — 

Nevada — Body  of  solid  blue,  seal  in  center  wilh  scroll  <^bout  it, 
"Nevada"  above, with  elphtc<*u  gold  stars,  and  motto  below. 

New  Hampshire — 1909,  blue  field  with  state  seal  in  center. 

New  Jersey — 1890,  yellow  field,  state  seal  in  center. 

New  Mexico — Turquoise  blue,  union  of  American  flag  wilh  forty- 
seven  stars  in  it.  In  upper  fly  corner  Ihe  figures  47,  state  seal  in 
lower  fly  corner,  "New  Mexico"  in  while  in  center. 

New  York — 1909,  blue  ground  with  arms  in  colors  thereou. 

North  Dakota — 1911,  blue  ground,  yellow  fringe  or  border,  e.ngle 
in  center,  with  olive  branch  and  arrows;  a  shield  with  thirteen  red 
and. while  stripes;  "R  plurihus  uunm,"  "North  Dakota." 

North  Carolina — ISS.'j.  red.  while  and  blue  grouuil.  gold  "N"  and 
"C"  wilh  a  star  between,  dale  below  and  abov.' — "Apiil  12,  177li" 
and  "May  20,  1775." 

Ohio — 1902,  pennant  shaped,  three  red  and  two  Avhile  horizonlal 
stripes,  union  consisting  of  se\enleen  while  slars  in  a  blue  trinngular 
field  around  a  red  disc  with  white  O  thereon. 

Oklahoma — 1911,  red  with  white  star  bordered  in  blue,  within 
the  star  the  figures  iC. 

Oregon — Blue  with  state  se,nl  in  tenter. 

Pennsylvania — 1907,  blue  field  with  state  seal  in  colors. 

Rhode  Island — 1877,  white  ground,  on  each  side  in  center  a  golden 
aurhor.  nudci'nea I  h  a  bhm  ribbon  with  mollo  "flojie"  in  gold  let- 
ters, sMrro\inded  by  Ihlrleiui  gold  slars,  (lag  edged  wilh  yellow  fringe. 

Roulli  Carolina  — 1801.  blue  with  an  argent  cri'sceut  at  the  point 
In  (he  union,  with  a  white  p.-ilmetlo  tree  in  the  center, 

South  Dakota  — 1  909,  blue  field,  blazing  sun  in  center;  "South 
Dakota"  above  sun.  "The  Sun.shine  State"  below.  On  reverse  of  sun 
the  slate  seal.    Fringed  edge. 

Tennessee — 1905,  red  field,  blue  bar  at  edge  of  fly,  separated  by 
■while  bar.  In  red  Hold,  blun  circle  wilh  white  border,  three  stars 
on  blue  circle. 

Texas— While  and  red  stripe  with  broad  blue  perpendicular  stripe 
at  hoist  or  staff  side  and  upon  it  a  white  star. 

Ut.'ih  — 1911,  blue  field,  gold  fringe,  center  a  shield  with  eagle 
above;  six  arrows  at  toj)  of  shield,  crosswise,  "Industry"  and  a  bee- 
hive, and  lilies  growing.  "Utah"  below  hive  and  "1847"  below 
Utah;  two  American  flags  crossed  and  draped  above  shield.  "1896" 
below  shield  and  (lags.    Whole  design  circled  in  gold. 

Vermont — 18';2,  thirteen  red  and  white  stripes,  large  white  star 
Jn  blue  field  with  coat  of  arms. 

Virginia — 1861,  blue  field,  white  circle  In  center  with  coat  o£  arms 


thereon  (on  reverse  side  the  great  seal),  while  silk  fringe  at  fly 
edge. 

Washington — Green  field  with  state  seal  (front  view  of  face  of 
George  Washington)  in  center. 

West  Virginia — 1904,  white  wilh  state  seal,  under  which,  on  red 
scroll  in  gold  letters  "iWest  Virginia." 

Wisconsin — 191.1,  dark  blue  silk,  with  slate  coat  of  arms  embroid- 
ered on  both  sides. 

Wyoming — 1917,  blue  field  with  red  border  and  white  border  next 
to  the  blue  field.  White  buffalo  in  center,  with  stnte  seal  in  colors 
on  buffalo. 

WlUlarii  Hartford  .Tames,  of  Colfax,  'W,ashluglon.  former  secre- 
tary of  state  and  acting  governor  of  NehiasU;i,  died  Fel)r\iary  2nd. 
He  was  born  at  Marion,  Ohio,  October  15,  1831,  au<l  received  his 
education  In  the  public  schools  supplemented  by  two  years  In  the 
academy  there.  In  1853  he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  He  was  married  to  Louisa  Epler  in  1857  and' 
moved  to  Dakota  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  had  previously  filed 
upon  a  claim.  During  his  residence  of  fourteen  years  In  Dakota 
county  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and  surveying;  was  a 
member  of  the  first  board  of  trustees  of  Dakola  City  and  first  board 
of  aldermen,  and  was  county  attorney  and  justice  of  the  peace.  Ho 
was  president  of  a  democratic  mass  convention  held  in  St.  Johns,  July 
11,  1  857.  In  1864  he  was  appointed  by  Abraham  Lincoln  register 
of  the  land  office  at  Dakota  City  and  served  five  years.  In  the  fall 
of  1870,  Mr.  James  was  elected  secretary  of  state,  on  the  republican 
ticket,  and  after  the  impeachment  of  Governor  Butler  in  1871,  he 
became  acting  governor.  In  1877  he  reproved  to  Colfax,  AVashing- 
ton,  having  been  appoinled  register  of  the  lUiited  Stales  laud  office. 
He  look  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs  in  the  early  days  of  Colfax 
and  at  one  time  was  mayor. 


Charles  Frederick  Gunther,  a  romantic  figure  in  the  history  of 
Chicago,  died  February  10th;  was  a  world  renowned  collector  of 
historical  art,  especially  Civil  and  Revolutionary  war  paintings  and 
relics;  horn  in  Germany,  March  Gth,  1837;  came  with  his  parents  to 
Pennsylvania  in  1842.  He  was  engaged  in  business  In  Memphis  In 
1860  and  during  the  Civil  War  he  served  as  an  officer  on  a  Confed- 
erate boat.  He  removed  to  Chicago  in  1868  where  he  established 
one  of  the  largest  cand.v  factories  of  the  West;  sen'ed  as  city  treas- 
urer and  was  once  candidate  for  governor  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Gunther 
was  an  honorary  meniher  of  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society, 
elected  in  19  11,  at  which  time  he  precr>utf<i  th^  Sncioiy  a  iai-c;o  oil 
painting  depicting  buffaloes  grazing  upon  the  Nebraska  plains. 


Passing,  of  the  Nebraska  Pioneer 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Newell,  resident  of  Nebraska  since  18G2,  died  in 
Blair,  March  Sth. 

Francis  Henry  Yager,  pioneer  Oloe  county  since  1  864.  died  in  Ne- 
braska City,  March  8lh.  Mrs.  Yager  died  April  3,  1919  after  they 
had  celeliraled  their  sixty-fifth  wedding  anniversary. 

Mrs.  Mary  S.  Shannon,  who  came  with  her  husband  to  Nebrask.a 
in  1859,  died  in  Pawnee  Cily  March  9lh. 

Frank  Maly,  resident  of  Nebraska  since  1866,  died  at  his  home 
near  Crofton,  ^Iarch  10th. 

Mrs.  Klizn  Reeves,  a  teacher  in  Otoe  couuly  in  1  866,  died  in 
Alliance,  March  10th. 

John  Volkh.'irdy,  horn  in  Germany  in  1 835,  died  March  10th 
in  Nebraska  Cily  where  he  had  settled  in  lSi;i;  participated  in  the 
Civil  W.'ir  toward  its  close. 

Mrs.  Matilda  Sides,  ninety-five  years  old.  died  at  her  farm  res- 
idence near  Dakola  City,  where  she  had  li\ed  for  lifly-five  years, 
coming  to  Nebraska  in  1865.  Her  husband  died  January  3,  1909, 
after  which  Mrs.  Sides  lived  alone  and  looked  after  her  household 
affairs  with  faculties  unimpaired  until  within  a  few  days  of  her 
death. 

Mrs.  Marian  Dripps  Barnes  who  was  born  at  Bellevue,  Nebraska, 
November  1  5,  1827,  died  in  Barneston,  March  lllh.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Major  Andrew  Dripps  and  his  wife,  Ma-com-pli-mie,  an 
Oto  woman.  J\lajor  Dripps  was  au  agent  of  tlie  American  Fur 
Company  and  was  in  charge  of  the  frontier  post  at  Bellevue.  Mrs. 
Bui'iies  was  echicMled  in  tlie  Convent  of  llir\  Visitation  at  Kask.aakla, 
111.,  and  In  1  856  was  married  to  l'"raniis  M.  Harnes,  founder  of  the 
town  of  Barneston. 

Manillas  Schmuecker,  who  came  to  Nebraska  with  his  mother 
and  her  family  by  ox  leam  in  the  liflies,  died  at  his  homo  in  Cuming 
county,  near  St.  Charles,  March  IGlh. 

Mrs.  lillizabelh  LaGourge,  who  settled  in  Gage  county  in  1854, 
died  in  Beatrice  March  21st, 

John  Henry  Dundas,  for  fifty-seven  years  a  resident  of  Nemaha 
county,  died  at  Auburn  March  22nd;  born  In  Kane  couuly.  111.,  in 
184  6;  married  March  29.  1871,  to  Wealthy  J.  Bishop:  entered  jour- 
n.alism  in  1  884,  when  he  purchased  the  Nebraska  Uepnldican;  two 
years  later  purchased  Ihe  Granger  which  he  continued  to  edit  and 
publish  until  live  years  ago;  was  senator  from  bis  (second)  district 
in  the  legislaiure  of  1  897;  a  member  of  the  People's  Independent 
Party  and  was  a  leader  in  antlmono|)oly  and  prohibition  movements. 

Frederick  Wohlenherg,  a  resident  of  Lincoln  siiLcc  1867,  died 
March  2  6th. 

Robert  S.  Sackley,  resident  of  Nebraska  since  I  lie  early  sixties, 
died  in  Syracuse,  March  27th. 
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Tluit  k'ltei-  1  c-ainiut  (luole,  being  iiuicct'saible  now,  but  I  aui  aiire  u 
copy  is  ill  llie  I  lisloi  icat  Society's  records.  Tlie  letter  Wiis  copied 
and  sunt  liy  iiie  to  tlie  "Unuilia  Ike."  It  was  pnblislied  and  followed 
(as  recollected)  by  a  letter  in  llie  same  newspaper  which  statetl  (Jen. 
Atkinson's  lelter  has  settled  a  lung  dispute  as  to  the  e.xact  localioii 
ot  llie  lirst  li'ort.  This  letter  was  the  beginniiiij  of  my  ac(|naintaiice 
Willi  the  .N'ebraslia  Historical  Society,  fur  1  shortly  received  a  letter 
from  llie  Honorable  .1.  Sterling  Morton,  asUing  me  to  write  an  ac- 
count of  the  Missouri  lliver  Kxpedilion,  from  St.  Louis  to  t'ouucil 
Lllults,  from  such  data  as  was  accessible.  1  dug  into  the  old  records 
of  the  (Itli  Inf..  (being  Staff  Officer  of  that  famous  regiment)  but  be- 
fore the  coniplelion  of  my  work,  was  ordered  to  the  Philippine  Islands. 
The  malerial  collected  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society.  On 
niy  rLiurn  a  few  years  later,  1  was  again  hunted  up  and  asked  to  com- 
l>lete  niy  work,  but  lietore  this  could  be  done,  orders  again  took  me 
back  to  the  islands.  I  sent  by  express  to  the  Secretary  a  number  of 
the  olit  order  books  of  the  regiment  and  pholograiilis  were  made  of 
some  of  I  he  okl  orders,  the  boolis  being  returned  to  lue  on  the  eve  of 
my  sailing.  A  photograph  of  one  ot  the  old  orders  appears  in  the 
State  .lonrnal  of  SiJpt.  14,  last.  In  lUll,  while  stationed  at  Ft. 
Crook,  I  made  a  trip  (o  this  okl  l'"ort  with  my  wife  and  son.  We  en- 
joyed a  most  interesting  and  pleasant  day  under  Ilie  guidance  of  I\lr. 
Woods  going  over  the  old  reservation.  J\Iy  s(}!i  lUig  np  and  brought 
away  as  a  somenir  a  half  brick  from  a  point  wliere  I\Ir.  Wood  told 
him  his  great  graiidfallier's  (luarters  stood.  A  few  weeks  ago  your 
well  known  Secretary,  Mr.  Sheldon,  located  me  again  through  the  War 
Dept.  and  invited  me  most  eariieslly  to  come  here  totlay  and  make 
a  reply  to  the  seiitiineiit  "(Jen.  Atkinson,  tlie  founder  of  VI.  Atkin- 
son." I  have  endeavored  to  do  this,  be  as  brief  as  possible  anil  trust 
I  ha\e  not  worn  out  your  patience.     I  thank  you. 


'riie  <((mmissioners  to  iiiakt.-  treaties  with  (he  Upper  iMissouri 
Kiver  Indians  started  from  Fort  Atkinson,  on  the  transport  Antelope, 
October  si'\enlh,  1825,  and  the  Missouri  Itepii blican  of  (Jctober  UIIIi 
notes  that  they  arrived  at  St.  Louis  on  tlie  2(ltli  of  the  month. 

Ily  aiilliority  of  an  act  of  ('ongress  of  March  second,  1821,  the 
army  was  organized  in  1  822  into  two  grand  divisions,  the  eastern 
anil  the  western,  and  each  division  was  divided  into  departments. 
General  Atkinson  was  coinmaiider  of  the  first  department  ot  the 
AVesterii  division.  In  the  year  1829,  however,  he  was  temporarily 
commander  of  the  western  division,  in  the  place  of  Major  (leneral 
Edmund  f.  Gaines,  and  llajor  Winheld  .Scott  was  the  commander  for 
1828.  With  these  exceptions.  General  Gaines  w-as  coniniander  from 
the  year  of  tlie  reorganization,  1  822,  until  that  plan  of  division  \vas 
discontinued  in  1842. 

Tliere  were  two  campaigns  ill  the  Black  Hawk  war  of  1  832,  tliougli 
they  were  iierliaps  not  clearly  distinct.  The  first  was  comniaiideit 
by  General  .hinies  1).  Henry,  brigadier  general  ot  Illinois  militia,  who 
was  possessed  of  great  courage  and  native  military  acumen.  On  the 
21st  ot  .Inly  he  won  the  battle  of  Wisconsin  Heights,  which  occurred 
near  (lie  Wisconsin  i-iver,  about  twenty-tive  miles  northwest  of  the 
site  now  occupied  by  Madison.  This  was  the  beginning  of  llie  end 
ot  the  war.  At  the  linal  battle — of  Bad  Axe — on  the  second  of  Aug- 
ust. General  Atkinson  commanded  in  person,  though  just  as  Colonel 
liichard  M.  Johnson  had  done  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  Henry 
saw  the  critical  time  and  place  to  nialce  the  charge,  and  made  it.  In 
The  Story  ot  the  Black  Hawk  War,  (Wisconsin  Historical  Collections, 
XII),  from  which  Colonel  .Atkinson  yuojti's  above,  Mr.  Thwaites,  (he 
author,  says; 

It  appears  that  there  was  mucti  jealousy  displayed  by  Atkinson, 
at  the  fact  that  the  laurels  of  the  campaign,  such  as  they  were,  had 
thus  far  been  won  by  the  volunteers;  and  Henry,  as  the  chief  of  the 
victors  at  Wisconsin  Heights,  was  especially  unpopular  at  head- 
(|uarters. 

In  the  disposition  ot  the  troops  for  the  battle,  Henry's  command 
was  left  without  orders.  "This,"  continues  the  story,  "was  clearly  an 
affront  'to  Henry,  Atkinson's  design  doubtless  being  to  crowd  him 
out  of  what  all  anticipated  would  be  the  closing  engagement  of  the 
campaign,  and  what  little  glory  might  come  of  it.  lint  the  fates 
did  not  desert  the  brigadier." 

Kx-lended  accounts  of  the  Yellowstone  expedition  of  1819,  by 
myself,  are  printed  in  volume  XVII,  (^<>ile<^tions  of  (!»'  Nebraska 
Slad'  llisloi'ical  .Sociol.v,  in  this  magazine  ot  July-September,  1919, 
and  in  the  .Siiiulay  HUUc.  Journal  of  October  12,  1919.  A.  W. 


THM   I.ANn    AVHlOlllO    TlllO   JONATIfAN.S  GItOW. 

Bayard  Taylor,  world  traveler  and  poet,  once  wrote  that  the 
Missouri  Itiver  valley  was  unrivalled  as  a  land  of  rich  agricultural 
resources  and  beauty  of  landscape.  Many  observers  since  liave 
conlirmed  his  view.  A  circle  two  liundred  miles  in  diameter  with 
its  center  at  the  southeast  corner  ot  Nebraska  encloses  a  region 
whose  possibilities  as  a  home  for  the  human  race  cannot  bo  beaten 
on  the  planet. 

A  barrel  ot  Jonathan  apples  sent  from  the  Weaver  orchards  at 
Falls  City,  hy  Arthur  J.  Weaver,  preuldmil  of  the  Nebraska  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  1920,  to  the  secretary  of  the  State  Historical 


Society,  brings  fresli  evidence  of  the  iiroduclive  ijowi  r  of  Ihal  favored 
region  and  was  inspiration  for  llie  following  reply; 

WIIIOKIO  TlllO  ,t()\.\  ril.\.\S  (iltOW 

There's  a  bench  of  brown  bluffs 
liy  (he  Dig  I\Iuddy  shores. 
From  l'la(j|snioiith  way  down  to  S;iiiil  .lui-,-- 
IW'here  Cod  Hiiislied  making  (he  world  ou(-of-doors. — 
'Tis  the  land  wliere  the  Junatlians  grow. 

There  the  soil  is  wind-blown  from  old  lakes  inerlhrowii 

In  the  ages  gone  by  long  ago. 
But  it  blossoms  in  iMay  while  tlie  while  orcliarils  s;iy; 
"Watch  tlie  Winesa])  lukI  .lonalhaii  grow." 

The  alfalfa  plant  blooms  on  the  crest  of  lliose  liilLs 
While  its  roots  pierce  the  subsoil  lu'low, 

And  the  apple  roots  sink  sixty  feet  deeii  (o  drink 
Of  the  springs  where  the  sweel  walers  How. 

The  warm  sun  and  soft  breeze 

Kiss  and  rock  the  tall  trees 

In  the  long  summer  days  to  and  fro. 
Till  they  blend  into  one — waters,  wind,  soil  and  sun  — 

As  their  children,  the  Jonathans,  grow. 

There's  (he  (aiig  of  old  wine  ill  lliiisi'  ,i|i|ili's  divine. 
There's  (lie  breadi  of  smidi  winds  in  (heir  cells, 
And  a  musky  iicrluiiie  like  (he  alfalf,i  bloom. 
Which  tlie  apple  roots  drink  from    deep  v.ells. 

There's  a  red,  rosy  bliss  like  a  lover's  last  kiss 

On  (lie  cheek    of  a  iiiaiileii  I  know. 
Blushing  deep  on  the  face  of  the  .loiiadiaii  race 

In  (his  land  where  (he  Jon;i(li,ins  grow. 

Till  the  end  of  my  days  let  me  live  in  that  hind 

^Vllere  the  apiile  ti'ee  blooms-  and  the  rose- 
Where  the  honey  bee  sips  iiurple  alfalfa  lijis 
And  the  nectar-like  Jonathan  grows. 

— Addison  I'J.  Slu-ldon. 


n.  M.  UU311NE1.L 


Oeudi  of  II.  M.  Itii.shiiHI: 

Mr.  H.  M.  Bushiiell  who  passed  away  just  as  the  new  year  was 
coming  In  was  probably  the  best  known  Nebraska  editor  in  the  state. 
His  editorial  experience  dated  back  to  187G  at  Plattsniouth.  It  in- 
cluded the  stormy  and  strenuous  days  ot  the  Lincoln  Dally  Call  from 
1888  to  1  894,  and  since  that  time  a  continuous  connection  with  var- 
ious publications  and  public  enterprises.  Mr.  Bushncll  held  the 
posHlouH  of  president  of  the  Nebraska  I'resH  Assixdalloii,  iiresldent  of 
the  Nebraska  Society,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  tor  many 
years  was  an  active  member  of  the  Stale  Historical  Society. 


-  V"--  ■        ji-.x. .i>if-is^M'i.-''^ 


NEBRASKA  HISTORY 

AND  RECORD  OF  PIONEER  DAYS 
Published  Quarterly  by  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society 

Editor,  ADDISON  E.  SHELDON 
Associate  Editors 
The  Staffs  of  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  and 
LeJ>,islative  Reference  Bureau 

Subscription  $2.00  Per  Year  

(If  All  sustnlninj',  members  of  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  receive 

Nebraska  History  without  further  payment. 
<I[  Entered  as  second  class  mail  matter,  under  act  of  July  16,  1894,   at  Lincoln, 

Nebraska,  April  2,  1918. 


VOLUME  III. 


JULY -SEPTEMBER,  1920 


NUMBER  3. 


The  April  Blizzard,  1873 

Tlio  slanderous  riroclaniation  by  Nebraska  newspapers  that  the  well- 
mannered  snowstorm  of  April  ?,,  1920,  was  a  blizzard  because  it  was 
bcncncently  copious,  calls  for  some  account  of  the  real  thing  of  April, 
1S73,  which  began  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  IHth  and  lasted  with 
little  abatement  through  three  nights  and  days.  The  1920  storm  in- 
creased in  .violence  in  its  eastward  course — a  very  common  occurrence 
by  tile  way — thougli  it  nowhere  deserved  the  name  of  superlative  im- 
port. 

Eastern  and  southwestern  land  interests  very  selfishly  strove  to  keep 
the  Nebraska  country  a  perpetual  dumping-ground  for  tlie  Indians  they 
wished' to  be  rid  of  and  accordingly  opposed  its  territorial  organization. 
Partly  through  the  inertia  of  that  early  spitefulness,  and  for  the  rest 
through  its  immemorial  provincialism,  the  East  has  habitually  tried 
to  be  funny  at  the  trans-Missouri  country's  expense.  In  fact,  Nebraska 
is  relatively  immune  from  real  blizzards.  There  are  two  reliably  re- 
corded, the  one  of  1873;  the  other  of  1S88.  There  have  been  few,  if  any, 
others  during  the  period  of  occupation  by  white  people. 

Tlie  fortunes  of  Nel)raska  seemed  so  precarious  even  as  late  as  the 
seventies  that  The.  Omaha  UcpnWran  advised  against  telling  to  the 
world  the  whole  truth  about  the  storm  of  1873;  but  the  Jlcc  and  the 
Hrrnld  criticized  their  contemporary  for  cowardice  and  praised  their 
own  bold  truthfulness.  The  hyperbole  habit — applying  extravagant  epi- 
thets to  ordinary  things  leaves 'no  words  properly  to  characterize  truly 
extraordinary  ones  and  thus  beg.gars  the  language. 

The  storm  of  187.3  was  about  two  hundred  miles  wide  in  Nebraska, 
but  it  was  probably  most  violent  in  the  two  adjoining  tiers  of  counties 
comprising  Nance  and  Platte  on  the  north  and  those  lying  south  as  far 
as  the  Kansas  line/  It  extended  into  Dakota  on  the  north  and  Kansas 
on  the  south,  but  according  to  available  reports,  not  very  far  or  vio- 
lently. At  Yankton  it  was  rough  enough  to  cause  severe  suffering  to 
the  men  and  horses  of  the  Seventh  U.  S.  Cavalry.  Papers  accompany- 
ing the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war  for  1873,  inform  us  that  this  reg- 
iment was  on  the  march  from  the  department  of  the  South  to  Fort  Ab- 
raham Lincoln  and  Fort  Rice  to  suppress  hostile  Indians  and  to  pro- 
tect surveyors  of  the  line  of  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad  westward  from 
the  Jlissouri  River,  and  of  the  northern  boundary  of  Dakota.  The  staff, 
band  and  four  companies  left  Louisville,  the  regiment's  headquarters, 
on  April  2,  and  the  other  eight  companies  started  fromr  Memphis  in 
three  separate  detachments  on  April  3,  4  and  5.  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  established  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri  at  the  crossing  of  the 


Northern  Pacific  railroad,  on  ,Iune  1-1,  1S72,  but  was  called  Fort  McKeen 
until  November  19,  1872.  Bismarclv  was  just  getting  a  start  not  far 
above  on  the  opposite  side.  Fort  Rice  wag  established  July  11,  1S64,  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river,  about  twenty  miles  in  a  direct  line  below  the 
subsequent  site  of  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln.  This  regiment  was  part  of 
the  Yellowstone  Expedition  which  was  sent  to  establish  a  depot  of  sup- 
plies at  a  point  on  the  projected  line  of  the  railroad  near  the  conlluencc 
of  Powder  river  with  the  Yellowstone.  The  site  chosen  was  at  the 
mouth  of  Glendive  Creek,  now  within  Dawson  county,  Montana,  near  its 
eastern  boundary.  The  Northern  Pacific  railroad,  in  its  westward 
course,  first  struck  the  Yellowstone  at  this  point.  The  town  of  Glen- 
dive, on  the  same  site,  is  the  capital  of  Dawson  county. 

V'/k;  Daily  Stale  ■loiinuil  of  April  15,  1873,  relates  that  two  boys  were 
severely  injured  in  Lincoln  on  Sunday  by  a  shed  being  blown  over  upon 
them;  and  on  the  22d  that  a  man  was  killed  by  the  wind  in  Olive 
Branch  precinct  on  Monday,  but  it  mentions  no  other  casualties.  On 
the  16th  the  Journal  said  that  the  snow  was  six  feet  deep  at  Grand  Is- 
land and  that  a  gale  of  sixty  miles  an  hour  had  blown  down  all  the  tel- 
egraph wires  along  the  Union  Pacific  railroad.  No  trains  had  reached 
Lincoln  from  the  west  on  the  Burlington  and  Missouri  road  but  they 
had  come  in  on  time  from  the  east.  Lincoln  was  "enjoying"  the  fourth 
day  of  the  storm  on  the  ICth.  On  the  ISth  it  said  that  the  storm  had 
abated  on  the  Union  Pacific  line  and  that  it  hoped  that  communication 
by  rail  and  telegraph  with  the  Pacific  slope  would  soon  be  opened. 

On  the  20th — Sunday — the  Journal  said  that  General  Otto  Funke,  of 
Lincoln,  was  snow-bound  at  Sutton,  on  the  Burlington  road,  from  Sun- 
day until  Friday,  when  he  got  to  Crete  on  horseback.  There  had  been 
great  damage  to  buildings  at  Sutton  and  in  its  vicinity,  and  large  num. 
bers  of  horses  and  cattle  were  smothered  in  the  snow.  Near  Grafton 
the  house  of  the  Keeler  family,  comprising  husband,  wife  and  one  child, 
blew  in  upon  them,  and  in  tryin.g  to  reach  a  neighbor's,  half  a  mile  dis- 
tant, the  mother  and  child  perished.  After  they  were  dead  the  nearly 
crazed  father  pressed  on  and  arrived  at  his  goal  in  an  exhausted  con- 
dition.   The  storm  was  roughest  between  Grafton  and  Sutton. 

The  Journal  of  the  22d  says  that  the  first  train  from  the  west  reached 
Lincoln  on  the  21st.  Ed.  A.  Church,  for  many  years  manager  of  the 
theater  in  Lincoln,  was  among  the  passengers.  He  had  been  visiting 
his  family  at  their  home  near  Hastings,  where  he  was  snow-bound  for  a 
week.  Within  two  sections  in  the  neighborhood  twelve  horses  perished. 
Often  roofs  of  stables  were  blown  off,  and  then  the  snow  filled  the  build- 
ings, smothering  the  stock.  On  Sunday  afternoon  a  man  who  lived 
near  Red  Cloud  was  visiting  a  neighbor  two  miles  from  his  own  home 
when  the  storm  came,  preventing  his  return.  Fearing  that  he  had 
been  lost,  the  next  morning  his  wife  started  tor  the  neighbor's  house 
with  her  little  daughter.  They  were  found  dead  within  ten  rods  of 
their  own  house.  One  farmer  in  that  vicinity  lost  seventy-five  cattle. 
The  Journal  of  April  9A  complained  of  continued  winter  weather.  Ac- 
cording to  the  accounts,  the  storm  was  much  severer  in  Seward  county 
than  in  Lancaster. 

Charles  B.  Letton,  now  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Nebraska, 
was  keeping  house  all  alone  in  a  dugout,  about  seven  miles  north  of 
Fairbury,  at  the  time  of  the  storm.  He  relates  that  thcl  spring  was 
very  forward  and  that  the  weather  was  e.xtremely  pleasant  on  the  fatal 
Easter  Sunday  when  a  fierce  northwest  wind,  with  rain,  came  suddenly. 
On  Monday  morning  there  was  a  howling  snowstorm  and  the  snow 
had  so  nearly  filled  his  stable,  that  two  of  the  animals  were  smothered 
before  he  could  dig  them  out.  He  was  obliged  to  shelter  some  of  the 
stock  in  his  house  ,and  this  was  commonly  done  by  settlers  in  the 
vicinity.  Many  people  whose  houses  were  unroofed  or  who  had  sought 
protection  in  ravines  were  frozen  or  smothered  to  death. 

Under  the  head,  "The  Storm  in  Platte  County,"  The  matte  Journal  of 
-April  23,  1873/  said  that  no  luinian  being  perished  in  the  county  dur- 
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ing  the  "fearful  storm"  but  a  thousand  head  of  cattle  and  a  few  horses, 
nuilcs,  sheep  and  chickens  succumbed.  The  ratio  of  losses  of  cattle  was 
not  greater  than  in  other  parts  of  the  path  of  the  storm.  E.  A. 
Gerrard  &  Co.  erected  a  temporary  fence  above  the  original  fence  of 
their  corral,  on  the  side  where  the  snow  got  up  to  the  top  of  it,  and 
thus  kept  the  cattle  from  getting  out  and  drifting  to  destruction  with  the 
storm;  and  notwithstanding  that  there  was  no  shelter  in  the  enclosure, 
they  all  survived.  There  were  no  losses  where  good  care  was  taken.  The 
Journal  called  it  "the  terrific  storm  of  April  1-lth,  15th  and  16th."  It 
also  copied  from  the  Kearney  Press  a  statement  that  a  woman  who 
lived  fifteen  miles  northeast  of  the  town,  whose  husband  was  absent  at 
Grand  Island,  perished  in  an  attempt  to  reach  a  neighbor's  house  after 
the  roof  of  her  own  fell  in.  A  boy  about  fifteen  years  old  started  from 
the  o.fice  of  the  Lone  Tree  ISctitiiicl  cu  an  errand  to  a  place  only  twenty 
rods  ;>way.  He  was  found  dead  in  the  Platte  River  a  mile  and  a  half 
distant.    Heavy  losses  of  stock  were  reported  from  Colfax  county. 

The  S/oit.r  City  Jouriuil  reported  that  the  storm  was  very  severe  at 
Yankton.  On  April  25,  1S7?-,  Captain  John  Mix  of  the  Second  Cavalry, 
commanding  at. Omaha  Barracks,  made  an  official  report  of  the  storm, 
which  was  printed  in  TIlc  Platte  Jouriuil  of  ^lay  7. 

He  started  from  Omaha  on  a  scouting  expedition  after  a  band  of  In- 
dians who  had  stolen  horses  on  the  North  Loup.  His  command  com- 
prised Company  M  and  five  soldiers  of  Company  C.  It  traveled  by  rail- 
road to  Grand  Island  and  then  marched  across  country.  At  Loup  City 
it  was  caught  in  a  hurricane  of  wind  and  rain  followed  by  suow.  The 
men  were  saved  only  by  shelter  provided  by  citizens  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  storm  lasted  from  sundown  on  the  13th  to  six  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  IGth.  Twenty-five  horses  and  five  mules  perished, 
and  many  men  lost  their  blankets,  boots  and  shoes.  Some  of  the  men 
were  badly  frost-bitten  and  some  so  chilled  that  it  was  very  difficult 
to  revive  them.  Though  the  horses  were  only  sixty  yards  away  they 
could  not  be  reached.  A  sentinel  was  buried  in  snow  from  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  until  the  next  noon.  The  command  managed  to  march 
eight  miles  to  Oak  Creek  on  the  17th,  and  ou  the  18th  it.IoUowed  down 
the  creek  ten  miles  to  settlements,  where  food  was  obtained  for  men 
and  horses  and  wagons  for  the  disabled  soldiers.  The  snow  was  very 
deep  and  the  weather  very  cold.  ■ 
'  The  record  of  temperatures  kept  at  Plattsmouth  makes  the  following 
showing:  .  .  r 

On  the  13th,  7  a.  m.,  5G;  2  p.  m.,  G3;  9  p.  m.,  54        '•,  ' 
14th,  7  a.  m.,  50;  2  p.  m.,  47;  9  p.  m.,  2S 
15th,  7  a.  m.,  31;  2  p.  m.,  37;  9  a.  m.,  29 
IGth,  7  a.  m.,  37;  2  a.  m.,  42;  9  a.  m.,  38 

The  precipitation  ou  the  14th  was  rain,  2  inches;  on  the  15th,  rain 
and  snow,  3  inches.  The  lowest  temperature  at  Denver  during  the 
storm  was  18  degrees  above  zero. 

Copy  of  notes  made  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  Observer,  at 
Santoe  Indian  Agency,  Nebraska,  relative  to  the  severe  storm,  April  13- 
16,  1873. 

The  great  distinguishing  feature  of  this  month  was  the  great  snow 
storm  of  the  14th,  the  most  destructive  in  its  effects  of  any  which  has 
occurred  in  this  Section  for  some  years.  It  might  properly  be  said  to 
have  commenced  on  the  12th  with  a  very  strong  wind  from  SW  and 
south  wliich  continued  without  interruption  through  that  and  part  of 
the  succeeding  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  about  10  a.  m.  a  heavy 
cloud  was  seen  to  tlie  South,  accompanied  by  several  reports  of  distant 
thunder;  towards  noon  the  wind  veered  round  to  NW  and  by  night  it 
blew  strongly  from  the  North.  About  4:00  p.  m.  it  commenced  raining 
and  continued  until  daylight  when  the  snow  commenced  to  fall  and  con- 
tinned  uninterruptedly  until  the  afternoon  of  the  IGtli  the  wind  mcan- 
wliili.  I.UiwiiiK  n  IMTl'c-ii  hlul-H'lill".  'rh>'  li<n-,:i'::  mimI  i-iilllf  lliiil  woj-i'  .'X- 
poscd  wore  driven  before  It  Into  lavlnes  and  byplacos  where  Ihoy  wore 
covered  by  the  drifting  snow  and  hundreds  of  them  perished.  It  was 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  average  depth  of  snow  with  accuracy  but  in 
placing  it  at  20  inches  I  think  I  have  under  rather  than  over  estimated 
it  for  this  first  of  iUay  suow  drifts  can  be  found  more  than  2  feet  in 
depth.  Bazilo  Creek,  which  in  ordinary  times  runs  a  stream  of  water 
40  feet  in  width  from  1  to  3  feet  in  depth  and  which  is  here  dammed 
for  milling  purposes  was  completely  dried  up  by  the  accumulated  snow 
so  that  no  water  passed  over  the  dam  for  more  than  a  week  and  for  sev- 
eral days  there  was  none  in  the  pool  above  it.  The  Eastern  limit  of  this 
storm  about  40  miles  east  of  this  place  is  said  to  have  been  clearly 
defined  as  though  made  with  a  line.  The  mean  temperature  of  the  ther- 
mometer during  the  snowfall  was  28.11  degrees  which  pro'duced  a  wet 
snow  and  in  great  measure  was  the  cause  of  the  wholesale  destruction 
of  animal  life  as  it  adhered  to  their  bodies  and  impeded  their  move- 
ments until  exhausted  they  sank  under  it  and  were  smothered  in  the 
drifts. 

Copy  of  "Daily  .lournal",  Omaha,  Nebraska,  April  13th  to  17th,  1873. 

13th — Barometer  still  gradually  falling.  Light  rain  began  10:30  a. 
m.,  ended  at  1:3U  p.  ni.,  0.34  rainfall.  All  communication  with  the  West 
was  cut  off,  after  tlio  6:20  a.  m.  report.  A  violent  storm  began  in  the 
West.  From  Officials  of  the  U.  P.  R.  R.  it  was  learned  that  a  great  deal 
of  damage  was  done  by  the  extraordinarily  high  winds.  A  large  num- 
ber of  lives  were  lost. 

14th — Xu  communication  can  yet  be  had  with  the  West,  the  lines  of 
boll:  telegraph  companies  being  down  and  buried  in  15  feet  of  snow. 
The  storm  still  ragcs  with  unabated  violence  in  the  West,  although  at 
this  point  nothing  more  serious  than  heavy  rains  are  as  yet  felt.  Bar- 
ometer quite  low.  Cor.  29.46,  wind  N.,  weather  Lt.  Rain. 

15th — Rain  changed  to  snow  during  the  night  falling  very  heavy. 


wind  N.,  barometer  rising,  weather,  Hy.  Snow. 

IGth — Snow  changed  to  rain  during  the  night  continued  fallin 
day.    Wind  N.,  steady  at  20  miles  per  hour. 

17lh — Rain  ended  during  llio  past  niglit.  Storm  still  raging  oi 
line  of  the  U.  P.  R.  R.  As  near  as  can  be  determined,  the  storn 
an  area  of  500  miles  East  and  West,  and  about  75  miles  being  tin 
tanco  over  which  it  has  raged' in  its  greatest  fury.  This  eveninu 
first  trains  came  in  since  the  12th  instant.  Passengers  report  tha 
suffering  of  the  emigrants  must  have  been  terrible,  cut  off  from  all 
plies  of  every  description,  many  have  starved  to  death,  while  o' 
have  become  blinded  by  the  fury  of  the  storm,  and  in  consequeii 
this  have  wandered  from  the  course  and  frozen  to  death.  The  in 
of  emigration  to  this  State  during  tlie  present  year,  has  been  uuu 
largo,  and  many  who  had  just  arrived  at  the  points  selected  for  fi 
homes,  had  only  temporary  slieltcj',  consisting  principally  of  I 
These,  being  composed  of  such  light  fabrics,  tlie  gale  tore  to  si 
almost  instantaneously  leaving  tiieni  (the  Emigrants)  witlioul  sli 
of  any  kind.  The  snow  which  has  fallen  during  the  prevalence  of 
fearful  storm,  has  not  been  of  the  ordinary  large  Hakes,  but  line  al 
as  sand,  filling  the  air  so  perfectly,  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  sci 
hand,  when  held  out  at  arm's  length.  In  the  village  of  Grand  Is: 
men  were  lost  in  crossing  the  street,  and  the  bodies  found  tliree  i 
away,  on  the  banks  of  the  Platte  River.  Houses,  that  were  supi 
to  be  strong  enough  to  withstand  the  heavy  gales  that  the  count 
subject  to,  were  lifted  up  bodily  and  dashed  down  with  violence  t 
ground,  at  which  they  were  completely  demolished.  The  track  o 
road  has  been  completely  covered  in  IS  feet  of  snow  at  numerous  pi 
ever  since  the  storm  began.  Its  equal  has  never  been  seen  nor  fe 
the  inhabitants  of  this  portion  of  the  country,  and  the  U.  P.  Offi 
say  it  is  the  most  severe  that  has  ever  occurred  on  their  road.  1 
quantities  of  stock  has  been  lost  both  at  the  farms  and  on  the 
Out  of  eight  car  loads  of  hogs  at  Laramie,  not  enough  remained 
the  storm  to  fill  one  single  car,  and  the  devastation  has  been  proper 
ally  large  among  the  other  species  of  stock  on  the  road.  Full  repoi 
this  storm  will  be,  obtained  and  forwarded  to  the  Chief  Signal  Olli 

Notes  from  the  observations  made  for  the  Smithsonian,  Post 
pital  and  other  weather  observers  in  Nebraska,  with  regard  to  a  s^ 
storm  that  occurred  in  that  State  during'the  period  April  13  to  17, 

Sidney  Barracks — Min.  Temp.  lO*-'  on  the  15th,  no  remarks  c: 
snow  and  rain  on  the  IStli.  This  record  believed  to  be  in  error.  I 
ably  U". 

Ft.  McPherson — Min.  Temp.  22°  on  16th.    Rain  and  snow  13  to 

De  Solo — Rain  and  snow  13tli  to  16th.    Lowest  observed  31°  on 

Emerson — Rain  and  snow  13th  to  IGth,  amount  .60,  lowest  tei: 
ature  observed  24°. 

Norfolk — Rain  and  snow  13th  to  IGth,  amount  1.15.  Lowest  obse 
temperature  24°. 

Omaha  Mission — Rain  or  snow  13th  to  16th,  snow  melted.  Li 
temperature  observed  34°. 

Papillion  Valley,  near  Bellevue — Rain  and  snow  intervals,  131 
16th.    Lowest  temperature  32°. 

Plymouth  (near) — Snow  storm  on  15th  with  a  strong  wind  from 
Snow  drifted  to  the  depths  of  6  feet  in  the  draws  and  behind  si 
and  fences.  Had  no  instruments  to  take  temperature  or  amoui 
melted  snow.  The  temperature  was  above  freezing  or  slock  would 
suffered. 

Red  Cloud — Min.  temperature  26°.  The  13tli  of  this  niontli  the 
rain  (excepting  slight  sprinkles)  fell  in  six  months.  It  soon  tu 
to  snow.  The  storm  continued  three  days  without  abating,  incrc: 
in  severity  and  attended  with  very  liigh  winds.  A  number  of  P' 
perished  being  out  in  the  storm.  I-Iorscs  and  cattle  were  drive 
the  storm  into  the  river  and  perished.  Houses  being  constructed 
demolished  and  dwelling  houses  partially  unroofed. 

Harlan,  Republican  City,  P.  0. — Rain  and  snow  13th  to  15th,  G  ii 
snow.  Lowest  temperature  27°  on  16th.  Tornado  4: DO  p.  m.  13tl 
rooted  trees,  blew  down  houses  and  blew  cattle  into  river  and  dro 
them. 

West  Point — Snow  and  rain  13th  to  IGth.  (Amount  uncertain,  ; 
ably  mostly  melted  as  it  fell.) 

After  consulting  llie  report  of  the  slorin  by  tho  chief  sign.nl  offii 
llio  II.  l<.  Mi'jii.v,  i\lr.  lidiM'Kii  A.  Lovi'liiMil,  niiiUicn-iiliiKlMl   i>r  llm 
weather  bureau  at  Lincoln,  agrees  with  my  opinion  that  the*foroi- 
statement  of  the  damage  along  tho  Union  Pacific  railroad  is  cxa: 
ated.    The  storm  was  most  destructive  in  Texas. 

ALBERT  WATKi: 


First  Capital  of  Red  Willow  County 

A  historical  sketch  entitled  The  Beginnings  of  Red  Willow  Co 
printed  in  volume  XIX  of  the  publications  of  the  Historical  So' 
contains  an  account  of  the  struggle  for  the  county,  seat  betweei 
dianola  and  Red  Willow.  Senator  John  H.  Cordeal  supplied  vali 
material  for  the  history,  obtained  from  the  county  records.  The 
tiou  for  locating  the  county  seat  and  for  choosing  the  first  couni 
ficers  was  held  on  iSIay  27,  1S73.  The  canvassers  found  in  favor  i 
dianola,  both  in  respect  to  the  county  seat  and  the  candidates  for  cc 
offices  nominated  by  the  partisans  of  Indianola;  whereupon  the 
Willow  faction  brought  suit  in  the  court  of  George  W.  Colvin,  a  ju 
of  the  peace  at  Arapahoe,  then  tho  county  seat  of  Furnas  couiity,  j 
ing  for  a  reversal  of  the  count  of  the  canvassers.  On  August  1, 
the  justice  found  for  Red  AVillow,  but  the  decision  was  appealed  t' 
district  court,  whereupon  the  Red  Willow  party  gave  up  the  co 
records  and  yielded  the  offices  to  the  appellants.    Quite  recently 

(Concluded  on  fourth  page.) 
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NEBRASKA  SOCIETY 

DAUGHTERS 

OF  THE  AMERICAN 

REVOLUTION 


Mcmorinl  Fountain  oiid  Seac 
in  Antelope  Parle,  Lincoln, 
erected  by  Deborah  Averv 
Chapter. 


Tile  National  Society,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  organ- 
ized in  Washington,  October  11,  1890,  with  a  charter  membership  ot 
81S,  now  numbers  more  than  102,000.  The  dream  ot  the  pioneers  o£ 
this  organization  has  come  true  in  a  manner  exceeding  the  hopes  of 
even  the  most  optimistic.  Memorial  Continental  Hall,  the  home  of  the 
society  in  Washington,  is  one  of  the  show  places  of  the  capital.  It  is 
valued  at  more  than  one  million  dollars  and  is  held!  under  charter 
granted  by  the  United  States  government  the  only  one  of  its  kind 
granted  to  any  patriotic  society,  and  is  free  from  taxation  by  special  act 
of  Congress  because  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  society  in  promoting 
ideals  of  public  service  and  patriotism.  Memorial  Continental  Hall  is 
unique  because  it  is  a  memorial  by  women  to  the  men  and  women  of 
the  stirring  revolutionary  times.  Many  of  the  most  Important  meet- 
ings in  Washington  for  the  advancement  ot  historical  research,  scien- 
tific investigation  and  sociological  study  are  held  in  Continental  Hall. 

The  Nebraska  Society  ot  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 


RYM.  A.  STEVENS 
First  Recent  DeboroK  Avery  Chapter,  Lincoln 

had  its  beginning  when  Deborah  Avery  Chapter  was  organized  May  15, 
1S9C,  at  Lincoln  and  chartered  by  the  National  Society  on  June  17.  The 
Omaha  chapter  was  formed  on  June  29th  and  chartered  by  the  National 
Society  on  October  1st  of  the  same  year.  Mary  M.  A.  Stevens  was  the 
first  regent  of  Deborah  Avery  Chapter  and  Mrs.  Laura  B.  Pound,  ap' 
pointed  in  May,  1890,  was  the  first  state  regent  for  Nebraska.  Mrs. 
Frances  Avery  Haggard  of  Lincoln  was  elected  state  regent  in  1898 
and  was  followed  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Towle  of  Omaha.  In  1901  Mrs. 
Pound  was  again  elected  and  served  two  terms.  She  called  the  first 
state  conference  in  October  1902  which  was  held  in  Lincoln  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Addison  S.  Tibbets.  The  main  purpose  ot  the  conference  was 
to  arrange  for  celebrating  the  centennial  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  ex- 


pedition. The  anniversary  of  the  council  of  Lewis  and  Clark  with  the 
Oto  and  Missouri  Indians  was  observed  August  3,  1904,  and  a  Nebraska 
boulder  was  dedicated  at  Fort  Calhoun  with  appropriate  exercises,  par- 
ticipated in  by  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Nebraska 
State  I-Iistorical  Society.  This  was  the  first  historical  event  commem- 
orated by  the  Daughters  in  Nebraska. 

Through  the  efforts  ot  the  Nebraska  Daughters  ?2000  was  appropriated 
by  the  legislature  in  1911  "tor  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  tho  pro- 
curing of  suitable  monuments  to  mark  the  Oregon  trail  in  the  state 
of  Nebraska." 

This  sum  was  expended  under  a  commission  composed  of  the  state 
regent  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  secretary  of 
the  State  Historical  Society  and  the  state  surveyor.  The  most  impor- 
tant places  along  the  Oregon  Trail  in  Nebraska  have  been  marked  be- 
ginning with  its  entrance  into  the  state  at  the  southwest  corner  ot  Gage 
county  and  ending  with  the  monument  near  Henry,  Nebraska,  where 


MRS.  S.  B.  POUND 
A  State  Recent  Nebraska  Society,  Daujjhtcrs  of  the  American  Revolution 

tlie  trail  crosses  the  line  into  Wyoming. 

The  Nebraska  Society  recently  held  its  eighteenth  annual  conference 
in  Hastings  and  reports  thirty-eight  chapters  in  the  state  and  a  mem- 
bership ot  1C72.  "Any  woman,  eighteen  years  of  age  or  more,  is  eligible 
to  membership  provided  she  bo  descended  from  a  man  or  woman  who, 
with  unfailing  loyalty,  rendered  material  aid  to  the  cause  of  American 
Independence;  or  from  a  recognized  patriot,  soldier  or  sailor  or  Civil 
officer,  in  one  of  the  several  Colonies  or  States,  or  ot  the  United  Colo- 
nies or  States...."  The  Daughters  do  not  consider  the  tracing  of 
ancestry  a  fad  but  a  family  duty  in  order  that  the  recollections  and  tra- 
ditions of  the  past  may  be  preserved  for  the  historian. 

The  Nebraska  Society  desires  to  cooperate  in  every  way  with  the 


■i 
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state  Historical  Society  and  the  17th  annual  conference  in  Hastings 
in  1920  passed  a  resolution  that  the  Daughters  ot  the  American  Kevol- 
Uition  in  Nebraska  encourage  the  accumulation  ot  data  pertaining  to  the 
early  history  or  each  county  and  that  a  department  for  extensive  genea- 
logical research  he  established  and  fostered  in  cooperation  with  the 
State  Historical  Society.  One  chapter  is  now  at  work  gathering  data 
for  a  history  of  Butler  county;  another  is  compiling  a  record  oL"  the 
names  and  war  service  of  the  soldiers,  and  sailors  of  Fairmont  and  vi- 
cinity. Deborah  Avery  Chapter  of  Lincoln  has  placed  in  the  historical 
library  as  a  permanent  loan  a  complete  set  of  the  lineage  books  contain- 
ing the  family  record  of  over  50,000  members  of  the  organization.  New 
volumes  are  added  as  rapidly  as  they  are  published.  This  chapter  also 
maintains  a  valuable  collection  of  Colonial  relics  in  the  rooms  of  the 
society.  In  191G  a  volume  on  Nebraska  Pioneer  Ueminiscencos  was 
published  by  the  Daughters. 

During  the  recent  war  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
pledged  themselves  both  as  an  organization  and  as  individuals  "to  our 
country  in  arms  for  liberty  and  humanity."  Perhaps  the  greatest  w-orlc 
they  are  now  doing  is  the  movement  toward  patriotic  education;  the 
training  of  the  heterogeneous  mass  of  our  people  in  the  duties  and 
privileges  of  American  citizenship.  The  Nebraska  Society  has  been 
especially  active  in  the  work  of  Americanization.  Deborah  Avery 
chapter  conducted  classes  for  better  citizenship  under  a  trained  director 
for  several  years.  When  final  papers  are  granted  giving  the  rights 
of  citizenship  to  the  foreign  born  of  Lincoln  a  representative  of  this 
chapter  is  appointed  to  attend  the  ceremony  and  present  a  silk  flag  to 
the  new  citizen. 

On  March  7lh  IMrs.  Elvira  Caroline  Tewksbury,  a  daughter  of  a  Co- 
lonial hero  died  in  Plattsmouth.  Her  father,-  James  Walker,  served  in 
Colonel  Chase's  regiment  iu  the  Revolutionary  war  and  under  command 
of  General  Francis  Smith  was  one  of  the  militiamen  who  marched  from 
Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  to  reinforce  the  garrison  at  Fort  Ticonderoga. 
Mrs.  Tewlcsbury  bad  been  a  resident  of  Plattsmouth  and  Cass  county 
since  ISGO.  For  several  years  she  received  a  pension  from  the  Daugh- 
ters. 

CLjVRA  S.  PAINE. 


First  Capital  of  Red  Willow  County 

(Concluded  from  second  page.) 
ator  Cordeal  discovered  the  record  of  the  judgment  on  the  appeal  in  the 
courthouse  at  Beaver  City,  now  the  county  seat  of  Furnas  county. 
Following  is  a  copy  of  the  instrument: 

TRANSCRIPT  OF  DISTIUCT  COURT  JOURNAL,  VOL.1,  PACK  IJl. 
FURNAS  COUNTY,  NEBRASKA: 

W.  D.  Wildman,  Leslie  M.  Lawton, 
Royal  Buck  &  Thomas  Eaton, 

Plaintiffs. 

Against, 

I.  J.  Starbuck,  E.  S.  Hill,  B.  F. 
Bradbury,  William  Boyer,  W.  S. 
Fitch,  and  G.  A.  Hunter, 

Defendants. 

The  above  entitled  action  having  been  duly  brought  into  this  court 
on  an  appeal  taken  by  tlie  appellants,  I.  J.  Starbuck,  E.  S.  Hill,  B.  F. 
Bradbury,  William  Boyer,  W.  S.  Fitch  and  G.  S.  Hunter,  from  the 
judgment  rendered;  on  the  1st  of  August,  A.  D.  1S73,  by  George  W. 
Colvin,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Furnas  county,  in  the  state  of  Ne- 
braska, in  favor  of  the  said  W.  D.  Wildman,  Leslie  H.  Lawton,  Royal 
Buck,  Thomas  Eaton  and  L.  R.  Sitler,  and  now  on  this  22  day  of  June, 
A.  D.  1877,  comes  the  said  defendants,  I.  J.  Starbuck,  et.  al.,  by  their 
attorney,  W.  S.  iMorlan,  and  it  appearing  that  the  said  plaintiffs  W. 

D.  Wildman  et  al  have  not  prosecuted  their  action  with  diligence 
against  the  said  defendants,  I.  J.  Starbuck,  et  al.,  and  after  full  hear- 
ing of  said  matter  and  deliberation  being  had  thereon  it  is  now  on 
motion  of  the  said  W.  S.  Morlan  adjudged  that  the  said  judgment 
rendered  by  the  said  justice  as  aforesaid  be  and  the  same  is  in  all 
things  reversed  and  that  this  action  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  dis- 
missed at  the  costs  of  the  said  plaintiffs  W.  D.  Wildman  et  al.  It  is 
therefore  considered  that  said  defendants  I.  J.  Starbuck  et  al  will  re- 
cover of  said  plaintiffs  W.  D.  Wildman  et  al.,  the  costs  in  its  behalf 
expended,  taxed  at  $  and  costs. 

Read  and  approved  WILLIAM  GASLIN,  Jr.  Judge. 

June  22,  1877,  Dismissal  for 
want  of  prosecution. 

IG    W.  D.  Wildman, 
J.  G.  Eaton 
L.  K.  Sitler  and 
Royal  Buck, 

vs.  *  LI.I.L 

I.  J.  Starbuck, 

E.  S.  Hill,  B.  F.  Bradbury, 

William  Burger 
W.  S.  llorlan  and  W.  S.  Fitch, 
Deft. 

At  an  election  held  on  August  2,  1891,  a  majority  of  the  voters  de- 
cided to  remove  the  county  seat  from  Indiauola  to  McCook,  but  a 
dispute  over  the  vote  of  Coleman  precinct  was  kept  in  the  courts 
until  ISaC,  so  that  the  removal  did  not  occur  until  that  year. 


county  seat  was  located  at  Arapahoe,  but  at  the  election  h 
October  14  of  tne  same  year.  Beaver  City  captured  the  prize  a 
held  it  ever  since.  Just  as  in  the  case  of  Red  Willow,  ther 
two  small  factions  in  Ihe  county,  one  of  Arapahoe  ,  the  oilier  of 
Cily.  ALBERT  WAT1-; 


Passing  of  the  Nebraska  PioneG 

Elisha  llcGuire,  pioneer  Nebraskan,  1857,  died  iu  Tel 
March  27th;  was  a  stage  driver  in  1850-GO;  served  eleven  mo: 
the  Civil  War,  in  Company  B,  Second  Regiment  Nebraska  C 
Volunteers. 

Christopher  Brinkman,  soldier  of  the  Civil  War,  pioiie 
braskan,  in  ISGG,  died  at  Newman  Grove,  ilareh  2  9th. 

Hans  ObeniiiUer,  who  settled  iu  Grand  Island  in  ISGL 
March  2  9th. 

George  Grant,  resident  of  DeWitt  since  1858,  died  iMarcl 

Hans  Obermlller,  resident  of  Nebraska  since  1SG2,  died  i 
well,  about  March  31st. 

Elijah  Filley,  resident  of  Gage  county  since  18G7,  died 
atrice  March  31st.  He  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repr' 
fives  in  the  legislature  of  1881,  and  a  senator  in  the  legislai 
1883;  and  was  active  in  agricuUural  organizations. 

Jack  Peniska,  Ponca  Indian  scout,  veteran  of  the  Civi 
buried  March  31st  on  the  Ponca  Indian  Reservation,  -Milila 
vices  were  held  by  the  Niobrara  post  of  the  American  Legio 
which  the  tribal  ceremony  was  conducted  by  the  Indians. 

Mrs.  E.  K.  Brosius,  born  at  St.  James,  Nebraska,  in  185 
at  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota,  March  29th. 

George  E.  Grant,  pioneer  of  185S  in  Gage  county,  died 

30th. 

Nathan  Albert  Wickham,  pioneer  of  Richardson  county  ii 
died  at  Salem,  April  1st. 

Preston  Keiser,  resident  of  Nebraska  since  18G5,  died  in 
boldt,  April  2nd. 

Alexander  Hamilton  Baker,  resident  of  Dakota  county  fo. 
'five  years,  died  x\pril  2nd  at  his  home  near  Dakota  City;  b 
Chautauqua  county.  New  York,  December  22nd,  1835;  set; 
Omadi  in  1855. 

Jesse  Davis,  who  came  by  ox  team  to  .\'emaha  county  ii. 
died  in  Weeping  Water,  April  3rd. 

Mrs.  Eunice  Bennett  GrilTith,  who  settled  on  a  farm  i 
county  in  18G7,  died  in  York  April  10th. 

Mrs.  James  Monroe  Parker,  who  came  to  Nebraska  te 
with  her  husband  by  prairie  schooner  in  1863,  died  in  Omah; 
11th. 

Ellen  Beardshear,  resident  of  Dakota  county  since  1858, 
Dakota  City  April  13th. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Spence,  who  came  to  Nebraska  in  ISGG, 
her  home  in  Glendale  precinct  April  13th. 

Victor  (Walliam  Miller,  resident  of  LaPlatte  since  185 
April  14  th. 

Philip  Bindernagel  who  came  to  Nebraska  City  by  ox  t- 
18GG  died  on  Aiiril  15th  at  Beatrice  where  he  had  lived  sinci 

William  Ilciulersou  Moore,  resident  of  Otoe  ccninly  in  185 
in  Plattsmouth,  April  15th.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  li 
Majors,  Russell  aiul  Waddell  as  a  bnllwliacker  and  made  sonu 
trips  across  the  plains. 

Sidney  Herbert  Stebbins,  a  resident  of  Pawnee  City  sine 
died  April  IGth. 

Mrs.  Gratzie  Stuhr,  who  settled  in  Douglas  county  in  the 
died  in  Omaha,  April  ISth. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Griffith,  pioneer  of  Cass  eountv  in  1SG7,  diei 

19  th. 

Auguste  Quante,  pioneer  and  freighter,  resident  of  N( 
since  186G,  died  in  Brock,  April  23rd. 

Thomas  Newton  Tollc,  resident  of  Nebraska  City  since 
died  April  23rd. 

William  Granville  Cunningham,  a  freighter  across  the  pi 
the  early  sixties,  died  at  Blair  April  24th;  had  been  a  resident 
braska  since  18G0. 

Francis  X.  Dellone,  noted  Catholic  pioneer  of  Omaha  sine 
died  April  2Glh. 

Timothy  l\Iurphy,  Dakota  county  pioneer  since  18G7,  i 
Dakota  City  April  2Glh. 

Mary  Dolan,  who  homcsleaded  near  Walioo  in  1S5S,  i 
Plainview  on  April  30th. 

Thomas  C.  Kimsey,  resident  of  Nemaha  county  in  1857, 
Benkelman  on  April  30th. 

Dora  Sophia  Krantz,  a  resident  of  Nebraska  since  18CG,di 
1st  at  her  home  near  Sterling. 

Zenas  Stevens,  who  freighted  with  ox  teams  from  Omaha 
Lake  City  and  Denver,  a  resident  of  Omaha  since  18G0,  di' 
3rd. 

Mrs.  John  W.  Hazelgrove,  who  came  to  Nebraska  in  18G0. 
South  Sioux  City  May  3rd. 

Mrs.  Burton  H.  Shoemaker,  resident  of  Nebraska  sinci 
died  in  Lincoln  on  May  4th. 

Gerrit  H,  AVehmer,  wlio  came  with  his  pai-ents  to  Nebr: 
1SG2,  died  near  Sterling  on  May  10th. 

Duane  Brown,  who  resided  in  Washington  county  froi 
to  1918,  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in  Bloomlield  on  M;i 

Henry  lilartyn  Kemp  died  in  Schuyler,  Nebraska,  Mn.i 
born  in  England,  October  10,  1823;  came  from  Michigan  to 
in  a  prairie  schooner  in  1858. 

Michael  Johnson,  a  highly  respected  pioneer  citizen  of 
county  since  1859,  died  May  ICtli. 

Jonathan  Martin,  born  near  .Fall  River,  Mass.,  July  21 
died  at  Martinsburg,  Nebraska,  on  May  18th;  same  to  Nebr. 
18G7;  was  the  founder  of  the  town  of  .Martinsburg. 

Mrs.  Charles  J.  Karbach,  a  resident  of  Omaha  for  sixl 
years,  died  May  19th;  Mr.  Karbach  came  to  Onialia  in  1S55  a 
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A  recent  publication  of  the  Iowa  State  Historical  Society  gives  the 
hi.story  of  the  Cardiff  Giant,  a  .stone  figure  manufactured  at  Fort  Dodge, 
Iowa,  and  "discovered"  at  Cardiff,  New  York,  in  1S69.  Thousands  of 
dollars  were  made  by  the  e.xhibition  of  the  stone  figure  before  the  hoax 
was  exposed.  Which  reminds  the  editor  of  the  "Petrified  Man"  found 
buried  in  tlie  badlands  about  three  miles  frum  Chadron  in  the  nineties. 
The  stor.v  of  this  famou.s  frontier  scout  will  be  given  in  a  future  issue 
of  tliis  magazine  with  exact  facts  and  verified  dates. 


Delay  has  occui  rod  in  the  issue  of  this  ma.giizine.  I'^iir  this  there  is 
sincere  regret.  It  should  promptly  appear  as  dated.  Sometimes  delay 
iirlsi's  for  lUM'il  nf  liini'  h>  viMify  .■iiid  ciirrert  miiiiiiseriiil.    Witli  uiiich 

i:iimi:mI  i  iiri  1  i-|>i,iiil.  iM     ^iiid  lliiilic-il  nlTli  i,  riiicit  It  111  dllili-llll.  In  I  I,  all 

the  calls.  Our  ruiiioi'se  is  mitigated  only  a  little  by  noting  that  some  of 
the  strong  state  historical  societies  are  farther  behind  in  their  period- 
ical issues  than  Nebraska.  Most  of  the  copy  for  the  next  two  issues  of 
this  magazine  is  now  in  hand  and  they  may  be  looked  for  at  an  early 
date. 


Two  articles  in  one  issue  of  this  quarterly  by  Mr.  Bengston.  one  of 
our  recent  research  members,  is  move  than  is  usually  accorded.  Both 
articles  have  been  in  type  for  some  time  and  the  change  in  form  of  the 
magazine  seems  to  reciuire  publication  now.  And  then  both  are  good 
stories. 


"American  Catholics  in  the  War"  is  the  title  of  a  mew  historical  vol- 
ume of  470  pages  from  the  Catholic  War  Council;  edited  by  Michael 
AVilliams,  published  by  MacHillan.  The  book  says  it  is  but  the  begin- 
ning of  the  record,  it  will  bo  fonnd  of  great  reference  value  to  stu- 
dents of  religious  movements  as  well  as  wars.  A  few  direct  quotations 
illustrate  this  point: 

"There  were  some  20,000  Catholics  among  approximately  2,700,000 
inhabitants  of  the  thirteen  colonies  in  177C." 

"It  is  estimated  that  in  the  United  States  in  1S60  there  were  about 
4,500,000  Catholics  out  of  a  total  population  of  .31,500,000." 

"In  the  United  States  religious  census  of  1016  the  total  number  of 
church  members  in  the  country  is  set  down  at  41,926,854,  the  number  of 
Catholics  as  approximately  10,000,000." 

'The  value  of  Catholic  Church  property  is  given  at  $374,200,895,  which 
far  exceeds  that  of  any  other  church." 

"The  Catholic  citizens  of  America  furnished  for  the  World  War  more 
than  ?,n  per  cent  of  the  enlisted  fighting  men  in  onr  army  and  navy." 

"The  department  of  historical  records  of  the  National  Catholic  War 
Council  has  on  file  the  names  of  more  than  17.000  Catholic  soldiers,  sail- 
ors and  marines  who  were  killed  or  died  under  the  colors,  with  more 
than  2.0r0  parishes  still  to  be  heard  from.  The  total  number  of  Amer- 
ican dead  as  given  by  the  war  department  is  12C,G5C." 


Upon  the  editor's  desk  lie  two  volumes  of  Records  of  the  World  War, 
fresh  from  the  office  of  the  adjutant  general  at  Washington.  These  are 
Field  Orders  of  the  Fifth  Division  and  of  the  Second  Army  Corps  with 
maps  and  diagrams.  They  are  thin  volumes  of  less  than  200  pages  each, 
but  packed  with'  thrilling  interest.  Their  contents  cover  the  period 
overseas  from  May  1918  to  February  1919.    Most  of  the  orders  are 


marked  "Secret."  Directions  for  advance,  for  signals,  for  liasoii  with 
other  commands  anj  brief,  but  full.  From  these  printed  volumes  of 
original  records  historians  of  the  future  will  obtain  their  most  impor- 
tant material.  Complete  sets  of  these  voluriies  in  the  Historical  Society 
library  will  be  available  for  ex-service  men  and  others  interested. 


The  Winnebago  Indian  triba  lives  halt  (nearly)  in  Nebraska — the 
other  half  in  Wisconsin.  The  Nebraska  half  is  the  subject  of  a  00-page 
monograph  written  by  Dr.  Margaret  W.  Koenig  and  published  by  this 
Society  in  August.  Pa.ssing  from  the  old  life  to  the  new  is  a  critical 
period  in  the  life  of  any  primitive  people.  The  survival  of  the  Winne- 
bago, like  that  of  the  Pawnee  is  still  in  doubt.  Dr.  Koenig's  contribu- 
tion has  been  highly  commended  in  a  number  of  letters  received  by  the 
Society. 


Index  of  continuous  growtli  of  interest  in  history  of  the  State  is  the 
flood  of  letters  coming  to  the  editor's  desk.  Every  day  brings  numer- 
ous inquiries  in  regard  to  historical  sites,  events  and  persons  in  Ne- 
braska.   Many  of  these  letters  call  for  extended  research  to  answer. 


The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  in  Nebraska  are  making 
a  concentrated  effort  to  gather  pioneer  reminiscences  and  county  data 
to  bo  placed  with  the  Nebraska  Historical  Society  for  reference.  Already 
some  valuable  miscellaneous  manuscripts  have  been  secured. 


All  of  the  records  of  the  Nebraska  State  Council  of  Defense  and  the 
papers  of  the  Wcmens'  Council  of  Defense  are  in  the  keeping  of  the  State 
Historical  Society.  Photographs  and  other  records  showing  Nebraska's 
part  in  the  World  War  are  constantly  being  added  to  our  collections. 


The  Historical  Society  has  recently  acquired  many  of  the  private 
papers  of  Dr,  L.  J.  Abbott  who  was  a  member  of  the  1-Iouso  of  Ueprc- 
sontiitivcs  in  lSfi7.    These  piipers  arc  full  of  interesting  material  rel- 

lil  ivi-  h>  I  In-  I  rni  Inrinl   Mrl  ni-y  iil'   Ni-lni.:  Kn. 

The  next  issue  of  Nebraska  History  will  appear  in  its  new  mag;izine 
form — convenient  tor  reading  and  for  binding  into  volumes  of  the  siime 
size  OS  bound  volumes  issued  by  the  Society. 


THE  WINNEBAGO  IN  MINNESOTA 

Recently  the  superintendent  received  a  letter  from  Thoma.s  .Hughes, 
an  attorney  at  Mankato,  Minnesota,  asking  for  a  copy  of  a  photograph 
taken  in  New  York  City  in  ISCG  showing  the  principal  chiefs  of  the 
Winnebago  tribe  and  especially  Chiefs  Decorah  and  Little  Hill. 

This  photograph  Avas  taken  at  the  instance  of  Robert  W.  Furnas, 
when  lie  was  Indian  agent  for  the  Omaha  and  Winnebago.  He  depos- 
ited a  copy  with  the  Historical  Society.  It  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
pictures  of  that  period,  clear  and  distinct  after  all  the  years  and  show- 
ing Colonel  Furnas  surrounded  by  the  group  of  chiefs  who  accompanied 
him  on  his  triiJ  east. 

Mr.  Hughes'  letter  gives  a  glimpse  of  what  is  being  done  at  the  old 
home  of  the  Winnebago  to  preserve  their  tradition  and  memory.  The 
Winnebago  were  the  first  Indians  seen  by  the  editor  as  a  very  small 
boy  in  Houston  county,  Minnesota.    Mr.  Hughes  writes: 

"The  Winnebagos,  as  you  know,  had  their  reservation  here  in  Blue 
Earth  County,  from  1S55  to  1863,  and  our  local  society,  as  well  as  our 
state  society,  is  much  interested  in  their  history.  During  this  past 
winter,  I  have  gathered  a  large  quantity  of  material  pertaining  to  the 
tribe.  I  have  several  dozen  letters  from  Oliver  Lai\Iore  and  Dr.  N,  W. 
-Tipson  of  Chicago,  who  is  wriling  a  history  of  the  Winnebago  tribe. 
Our  local  society  hnvc  had  a  map  made  of  the  old  reservation  hero, 
wliich  covered  a  strip  of  laud  twenty-five  miles  long  and  thirteen  miles 
wide  and  we  have  been  relocating  the  sites  of  the  various  villages, 
which  the  Winnebagos  occupied  while  here,  with  the  names  of  the  chiefs; 
of  each.  We  have  also  gathered  a  few  pictures  and  quite  a  good  deal 
of  material  pertaining  to  the  history  of  the  tribe  while  hero  and  ob- 
tained biographies,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  most  prominent  chiefs.  X 
have  found  the  study  very  interesting. 

Glad  to  know  that  your  early  home  was  here  in  southern  Minnesota, 
and  also  of  your  interest  in  Winnebago  history.  Of  course  I  have  also 
been  greatly  interested  in  the  Sioux,  who  were  the  aborigines,  as  you 
know,  of  the  southern  halt  of  our  state." 
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The  Adventure  of  Walker's  RancK 

13.  E.  Eengston,  Funk,  Nebraska, 

About  seven  miles  souUi  of  Axtell,  Kearney  county,  Nobra-sKa,  are 
tbe  tumble-dowu  buildings  of  Walker's  Ranch.  The  decaying  struct- 
ures ai-e  all  that  is  left  of  one  of  the  interesting  landmarks  of  the  early 
days.  Tiie  walls  are  gray  from  exposure  to  sun  and  rain  and  probably 
have  never  known  paint  in  any  form.  '  For  many  years  the  rancli  has 
undergone  but  sliglit  changes  and  it  any  of  tiic  old  timers  wlio  once 
frequented  tlie  place  should  again  chance  thither  he  would  no  doubt 
find  much  that  would  remind  him  of  olden  times.  Tliere  is  the  same 
house,  a  low  frame  affair,  the  same  stable^  and  various  other  build- 
ings with  a  wide  street  between  them  running  nearly  northeast  and 
southwest. 

David  B,  Ball,  the  present  owner,  has  in  one  way  or  another  been 
connected  with  the  place  ever  since  the  beginning.  In  1870  Ball  held 
a  contract  to  carry  the  II.  S.  mail  from  an  adobe  town  on  the  Platte 
River  to  the  Republican  Valley.  Carrying  the  mail  about  a  year  he  sur- 
rendered his  contract  and  it  was  let  to  Charles  Walker  who  put  up 
buildings  and  established  a  station  near  the  west  side  of  Kearney 
county.    This  location  has  ever  since  been  known  as  Walker's  Ranch. 

In  the  beginning  of  tho  year  1S73  Walker  became  ill  and  went  to 
Omaha  for  treatment.  Instead  of  recovering  his  health  he  became 
worse  and  died  in  the  latter  part  of  February.  A  few  days  afterwards 
when  it  became  known  that  Walker  had  died  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Smith  with  a  companion  nicknamed  Polly  arrived  at  the  ranch 
They  put  up  a  building  and  established  themselves  claiming  they  had 
bought  Walker's  relinciuishment.  This  they  had  not  done.  They  had 
come  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  "jumping  tlie  claim"  and  stealing 
the  property. 

How  two  such  statements  in  sense  diametrically  opposed  to  each 
other  could  be  reconciled,  we  at  this  time  cannot  comprehend.  But 
this  is  beside  the  story:  the  standard  of  conduct  in  the  "wild  and 
wooly  West"  was  different  from  that  in  the  more  conventional  east. 
With  Indians  still  at  large  on  the  prairies,  tho  occasional  visit  of 
the  James  gang  of  train  and  bank  robbers,  the  individual  road  agent, 
the  cattle  rustler  and  the  horse  thief  this  portion  of  the  prairie  was 
still  within  the  bounds  of  the  wild  west.  To  this  the  old  graveyard 
south  of  Lowell,  where  those  who  "died  with  their  boots  on"  in  Val- 
ley City  on  the  Platte,  is  sufficient  evidence. 

After  Smith's  advent  the  place  became  the  rendezvous  of  border 
ruffians  and  toughs  of  all  degrees.  Gambling,  the  curse  of  the  world, 
was  the  pastime  most  indulged  in,  and  one  night  during  a  drunken 
brawl  pandemonium  turned  itself  loose;  bowie  knives  and;  revolvers 
suddenly  flashed  over  the  card  table.  Shots  rang  out,  deafening  within 
the  four  walls,  and  curses  filled  the  air.  When  the  disturbance  ended 
and  the  noise  had  quieted  down  it  was  found  that  Polly  lay  on  the 
floor  dead,  struck  down,  by  a  bullet  from  Smith's  gun,  Fagan  and 
others  had  received  wounds  from  pistol  bullets  or  knives,  but  none 
other  was  killed. 

The  next  day  a  number  of  freighters  who  had  stopped  at  the  ranch 
drove  into  Lowell,  the  county  seat  of  Kearney  county,  with  the  news  of 
the  killing.  The  deputy  sheriff,  on  getting  the  particulars  of  the 
crime,  organized  a  posse  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  murderers 
in.  It  was  evident  that  he  expected  to  get  a  fight  out  of  it  as  he  took 
with  him  two  surgeons  and  four  or  five  other  men.  There  was  deep 
snow  on  the  ground,  the  air  was  crisp  and  the  wagon  wheels  creaked 
in  their  tracks  as  the  posse  drove  out  and  disappeared  over  the  sand- 
hills to  the  south.  They  were  "armed  to  the  teeth"  and)  no  one  in 
Lowell  doubted  their  ability  to  bring  their  man  in  dead  or  alive. 

Shortly,  after  their  departure  David  B.  Ball  arrived  in  town.  He 
had  recently  been  appointed  deputy  XJ.  S.  marshal,  and  as  soon  as  he 
had  been  enlightened  in  the  matter  he  swore  out  a  warrant  for  the 
arrest  of  Smith  and  his  partner  at  the  card  table  for  interfering  with 
tlie  U.  S.  mail.  Armed  with  this  and  accompanied  by  only  one  man, 
T.  S.  Butler  of  Riverton,  he  took  the  trail  after  the  deputy  sheriff. 
Coming  to  at  point  about  eight  miles  northeast  of  the  ranch  he  met 
the  posse.  They  were  coming  back  for  reenforcements  not  being 
willing  to  attack  the  place  they  had  been  told  was  now  prepared  for  a 
siege.  Furthermore,  Smith  had  sent  word  that  he  would  not  be  taken 
alive. 

•  Ball  urged  the  posse  to  return,  saying  that  their  man  would  cer- 
tainlj'  mako  an  attempt  to  escape  in  the  night.  No  amount  of  urg- 
ing however  was  of  any  avail  and  the  sheriff  said,  "Ball,  I'll  turn  this 
job  over  to  you."  "I'll  take  it,"  instantly  replied  Ball,  "and  I  appoint 
you  and  your  posse  my  deputies," 

"Oh,  that  will  never  do,"  was  the  reply.  "If  wo  go  it  will  be  as 
a  separate  posse." 

"Very  well,"  said  Ball,  "but  I  need  your  help  and  if  you  come  with 
me  I'll  guarantee  to  bring  you  through  with  whole  skins."  He  then 
made  known  his  plan  and  when  they  heard  it  they  declared  it  a  cap- 
ital plan  and  that  it  would  succeed. 


When  the  team  started  again  they  both  traveled  in  the  same  dire 
tion — southwest  towards  Walker's  Ranch. 

Ball's  plan  was  to  pet  in  from  the  south  ahead  of  the  others.  '. 
do  this  lie  left  the  trail  and  struck  out  across  the  prairie  in  a  v/ester 
direction,  leaving  the  others  to  follow  about  a  half  mile  behind, 
few  miles  to  the  west  he  struck  the  "Franklin  Trail"  which  crossed  t; 
mail  trail  in  a  hollow  south  of  Walker's  Ranch.  Here  Ball  turned  ai 
drove  into  the  station  from  the  south. 

As  soon  as  he  pulled  up  he  jumped  out  in  an  unconcerned  maiui 
and  began  unhitching  his  horses  as  if  he  intended  to  stay  over  nig' 
Smith  saw  him  and  sent  his  partner  out  to  reconnoiter.  Ball  engag 
him  in  conversation,  inquiring  about  everyday  matters,  such  as  fe 
for  his  horses,  accomodation  for  himself  and  companion,  etc. 

Smith  knew  Ball  well.  He  also  knew  that  he  was  deputy  U.  S,  ma 
shal,  but  he  did  not  expect  trouble  from  him.  I-Iis  crime  was  murcl 
and  he  was  looking  for  the  county  authorities. 

Smith's  partner,  evidently  satisfied  that  they  had  nothing  to  fe 
from  Ball  and  his  man,  wont  into  the  house  and  in  a  sliort  time  cai 
back  accompanied  by  Smith,  Meanwhile,  Ball  had  numerous  erran 
out  to  his  buggy,  getting  halters,  straps,  robes  and  other  artich 
But  this  was  merely  subterfuge.  He  was  carefully  noting  how  ne 
the  deputy  sheriff  and  his  posse  were.  They  had  left  the  trail 
short  distance  south  of  the  ranch  and  being  behind  the  buildin; 
Smith  had  not  seen  them.  As  they  drove  in  between  two  of  the  hous 
of  the  ranch.  Smith  turned  in  surprise  and  Ball,  who  had  edged 
to  him  suddenly,  grasped  his  arms  from  behind  and  held  on  for  "dc 
lifej"  as  he  afterwards  said.  Butler,  at  the  same  time,  covei 
Smith's  companion  with  his  rille. 

The  sheriff's  posse  on  seeing  Butler  witli  his  gun  up  sprang  f 
ward  to  his  side  and  also  leveled  their  guns  at  the  trembling  folk 
who  was  too  much  surprised  and  frightened  to  move  out  of  the  spot. 

Ball  on  the  other  hand  was  having  a'  desperate  struggle  with  1 
man,  "Butler!  Butler!"  he  called.  "Come  here  and  put  the  handcu 
on  this  fellow.  I  can't  hold  him  much  longer!"  To  put  handcu 
on  that  desperate  struggling  rnaii  who  knew  it  meant  his  life  to 
captured  was  no  easy  matter.  The  handcuffs  were  in  the  inside  pool 
of  Ball's  coat  and  it  was  a  hard  matter  to  get  them  out,  so  ch 
and  hard  did  he  hold  his  prisoner. 

After  a  while  when  the  three  men  had  pranced  around  in  the  sn 
and  had  gotten  their  clothing  more  or  less  torn  the  handcuffs  wi 
produced  and  clasped  on  the  kicking,  snarling  and  biting  man  v 
was  now  more  a  wild  beast  than  a  human  being. 

The  sun  was  nearly  down  and  after  having  had  supper.  Ball 
tailed  a  guard  to  stay  at  the  ranch  for  the  purpose  of  looking  af 
the  interest  of  Walker's  widow.    He  then  started  with  his  prisoni 
for  Lowell,  where,  arriving  late  at  night,  he  had  them  locked  up. 

The  facilities  for  keeping  prisoners  not  being  the  best  at  that  tii 
in  Lowell,  Smith  broke  jail  and  has  never  been  heard  of  since.  T 
other  man  was  brought  to  trial,  but  tlio  case  against  him  not  bei 
very  good  he  got  oft  with  a  sentence  of  three  years  in  tho  penitenti.T 


A  Small  Historic  Spot  in  Hamilton  County 

B.  E.  Bengston,  Funk,  Nebraska 
For  a  small  spot,  sections  9,  10,  15  and  16  in  Bluffs  precinct,  H: 
ilton  county,  may  well,  as  historic  ground,  claim  a  brief  notice.  '1 
descent  of  the  table-land  and  over  the  bluffs  into  the  Platte  Ri 
valley  is  here  short  and  the  river  ia  only  a  little  more  than  a  n 
away. 

This  side  of  the  valley  consists  of  a  bench  of  fertile  land  terminal 
at  an  ancient  river  bank  about  eight  feet  high,  and  the  bottom  whicl 
flat  and  sandy,  during  seasons  of  heavy  rainfall  or  when  tlie  ri 
is  high  contains  numerous  ponds  and  bayous  of  stagnant  water. 

From  the  highest  bluff,  which  is  about  125  feet  above  tho  river, 
view  is  grand.  A  wide  expanse  of  level  land,  reaching  the  bluffs 
the  other  side,  stretches  out  to  the  east  and  west  until  it  meets 
horizon.  In  this  direction  lies  the  river.  Like  a  broad  band  of  si; 
it  divides  and  subdivides  and  again  unites  as  it  embraces  the  numei 
islands  that  lie  as  gems  in  its  course.  Beyond  the  river  a  scintillai 
gleam  of  reflected  sunlight  from  a  window  reveals  the  location  c 
■farmhouse.  A  railroad  train  is  moving  like  a  snake  across  the  pi 
It  is  the  Union  Pacific  express,  and  the  distance  makes  its  movemi 
seem  slow.  Even  this  catches  the  sun's  rays  and  flashes  of  light 
tremblingly  shot  from  its  sides  as  it  rocks  on  the  rails.  On  this 
of  the  river  an  automobile  darts  out  from  beyond  a  grove,  s\vi 
around  a  hill  and  disappears  as  quickly  as  it  came.  A  farmer  Is  f 
driving  a  five-horse  team  drawing  a  gang-plow,  and  tho  song  of  a  n: 
ing  machine  is  heard  on  the  hillside.  All  this  betokens  life  and  act 
bustle  and  toil.  But  it  is  a  life  covering  death;  and  action  that  : 
ersedes  inaction;  the  past  sleeps  here;  traces  of  a  time  that  has  ; 
and  a  race  that  has  gone,  while  now  only  faintly  discernible,  can 
be  found.  Following  the  ancient  river  bank  across  sections  8  an^ 
are  the  tracks  of  the  freighting  trail  which  is  here  about  one  hun- 
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yards  wide.  Side  by  side,  tliey  lie  bearing  mute  witness  o£  the  per- 
ils o£  the  passage.  An  Indian  village  was  located  here  and  in  tear  ot 
ambush  or  savage  treachery  the  wagons  o£  each  train  were  driven 
abreast  instead  of  in  single  file  as  otherwise  was  the  custom.  The  site 
ot  the  Indian  village  is  in  the  angle  foi-med  by  the  section  line  on  tlio 
east  side  ot  section  D,  and  tlie  ancient  river  bank. 

In  1S77  tlic  writer  oC  tliis  article  being  attracted  to  the  spot  by  a 
patch  of  wild  plum  trees  saw  this  site  tor  the  first  time.  A  num- 
ber of  earthen  rings  irregularly  distributed  indicated  the  location  of 
tile  tepees.  Tliese  rings  were  open  on  one  side  and  this  opening  was 
probably  where  the  door  'was  located.  The  rings  varied  in  size  from 
ciglit  feet  to  about  sixteen  feel  across  and  the  basin-lilcc  depressions 
within  them  were  one  foot  deep.  A  careful  search  in  all  of  the  rings 
disclosed  nothing  more  than  the  badly  rusted  blade  of  a  butcher 
knife  and  a  small  potslierd.  The  handle  of  the  knife  was  gone  and 
tlie  cutting  edge  dented  almost  like  the  toothed  edge  of,  a  saw.  In 
spile  of  the  ruined  condition  of  tlie  relic  it  could  plainly  be  seen  that 
it  was  not  of  savage  design.  It  had  no  doubt  been  acquired  through 
barter  with  the  white  man.  Articles  of  savage  workmanship  were 
found  a  mile  to  the  southeast  on  the  table-land,  west  of  a  deep  ravine 
and  ntar  the  south  side  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  15,  sev- 
eral pieces  of  brown  flint  were  picked  up.  The  fact  that  they  had  been 
chipped  at  the  edges  proved  them  to  be  implements  of  some  sort.  One 
ot  these  is  tlic  point  ot  a  spearhead.  It  has  one  of  its  edges  chipped 
to  a,  short  bovol  indicating  that  it  is  of  Pawnee  manufacture.  An- 
other spear  point  found  is  simply  a  rude  wedge  of  stone.  This  also 
lias  a  short  bovel  chipped  on  one  of  its  edges.  A  queer  little  piece 
whicli  lits  in  the  crook  of  the  finger  proves  to  be  a  skinning  knife.  A 
larger  piece  which  is  curved  and  fits  in  the  grip  of  the  hand  is  a 
scraper  used  in  tanning  the  hides  of  tho  animals  which  the  Indians 
killed.  This  location  is  designated  for  convenience  as  "The  Place  of 
Flints."  An  arrowhead  ot  white  flint  and  which  had  no  short  bevel 
was  discovered  in  tlie  bottom  ot  the  long  ravine  on  the  west  side  ot  this 
section,  proving  that  other  Indians  besides  Pawnees,  had  hunted  here 
in  ancient  times. 

The  "Place  of  Flints"  showed  no  signs  of  having  been  the  location 
of  a  village,  although  it  may  have  been  a  summer  camp.  The  fact 
that  a  prairie  fire  had  recently  passed  over  the  ground  was  respon- 
sible tor  the  finding  ot  the  flints.  After  the  wind  had  swept  away 
the  soot  and  ashes  the  stones  could  plainly  be  seen,  especially  as  the 
soil  is  naturally  free  ot  pebbles  or  stone  chips. 

On  the  southwest  quarter  ot  this  section!  were  a  number  of  grass 
rings  of  the  same  size  and  arrangement  as  the  earthen  rings  of  the 
Indian  village.  They  were  on  the  east  side  ot  tho  ravine  which  here 
comes  to  an  end  in  a  short  fork.  Attention  was  drawn  to  these  rings 
by  the  bluestem  grass,  of  which  they  consisted,  being  longer  than  the 
grass  around  them.  Noticed  during  several  successive  summers, 
these  rings  always  presented  the  same  appearance.  Did  they  mark 
the  spot  where  some  ancient  wigwams  had  rotted?  We  do  not  know. 
They  were  destroyed  when  the  ox-team  and  the  breaking  plow  found 
them. 

On  a  knoll  in  the  bluffs  at  the  southwest  corner  ot  section  10  is 
an  old  Indian  burying  ground.  Before  the  country  was  settled  and 
while  the  bluffs  were  still  untenced  I  visited  this  place.  It  presented 
a  gruesome  appearance;  two  skulls,  sections  ot  vertebrae,  and  ribs  of 
human  beinga  were  scattered  promiscuously  about.  Coyotes  had  dug 
into  the  shallow  graves  and  dragged  the  bones  forth.  On  picking 
up  one  of  the  crania  it  was  found  to  have  belonged;  to  a  compara- 
tively youngi  person.  Tho  "wisdom  teeth"  were  'still  in  the  embryo 
stage  and  had  never  appeared  above  tho  gums.  The  other  skull  was 
that  ot  an  older  person,  as  nearly  all  ot  the  teeth  were  gone  and_ 
those  that  were  left  were  badly  worn.  The  zygomatic  arch  was  larger 
on  the  side  where  the  teeth  were  left,  showing  that  the  buffalo  meat 
menu  ot  thei  Indian  had  long  been  chewed  on  that  side  of  the  jaw 
alone.  A  number  ot  small  ribs  and  bones  ot  a  small  hand  proved  to 
be  t'lie  remains  of  a  papoose. 

About  a  quarter  ot  a  mile  west  of  this  place  was  another  burj'ing 
ground.  This  also  was  located  on  a  high  place  overlooking  the  valley. 
Here  were  but  two  graves.  They  appeared  to  be  older  than  the  others 
and  had  not  been  disturbed  by  wild  animals.  The  mounds  were  low  and 
on  them  were  found  small  beads,  white  and  blue,  scraps  ot  leather 
and  a  medicine  pouch.  The  latter  appeared  to  have  been  made  ot 
rawhide  and  in  size  would  have  held  a  watch.  Why  were  these  graves 
separritc?  The  earliest  settlers  did  not  even  know  of  their  existence 
until  told  about  their  discovery. 

In  1919  as  I  was  visiting  the  places  where  I  spent  my  youth  I  also 
passed  the  "Old  Indian  Graveyard."  On  looking  up  from  the  road  in 
the  ravine  on  which  I  was  driven  I  expected  still  to  see  skulls  and 
bones  gleam  on.  top  of  the  bluff?  when,  lo,  there  was  a  farmstead  built 
on  the  "Old  Indian  Burying  Ground."  I  turned  around  to  look  for 
tho  other  graveyard  and  was  not  a  little  horrified  to  find  that  another 


faimplace  had  been  built  up  wliere  that  was  located.  On  coming  to  the 
sito  of  the  Old  Indian  village  I  found  a  cornfield  there  and  of  the  plum 
grove  only  one  solitary  tree  was  left.  Tliis  was  a  small  one  and  stood 
under  tho  wire  in  tlie  line  fence  where  tlie  cultivator  could  not  reach 
it. 

That  this  territory  had  been  the  feeding  ground  of  the  buffalo  the 
countless  number  of  skeletons  ot  these  bovines  scattered  over  tho 
prairie  in  the  early  days  is  ampla  proof.  After  a  prairie  fiie  they 
could  be  seen  everywhere —  a  crumbling  skull  here  and  a  pile  of  broken 
bones  there.  But  very  few  good  horns  wore  to  be  found  on  these 
skulls  in  the  late  seventies  and  those  that  could  be  found  were  checked 
from  exposure  ti^  fire  and  weather  and  in  most  instances  were  peel- 
ing and  parting  in  the  laminations.  Another  proof  ot  the  buffalo  was 
the  path  which  they  had  used  in  going  to  water.  It  crossed  section  Id 
near  its  west  side.  The  buffalo  path  was  a  single  trail  about  S  inches 
deeri  and  must  have  been  traveled  by  great  numbers  ot  animals  be- 
fore it  had  been  worn  to  such  depth.  The  village  of  Hordville  is 
now  located  where  this  path  crossed  section  21.  :\Iain  street  passes 
diagonally  over  the  ancient  trail. 


Letter  from  Captain  Lute  North 


Oaptain  Lute  M.  North  ot  Columbus,  is  one  of  the  few  survivors  ot 
the  old  battle  days  on  the  Nebraska  plains.  He  is  one  of  the  still  fewer 
pioneers  having  close  acquaintance  with  that  most  picturesque  and  in- 
teresting figure  in  early  Nebraska  history — the  Pawnee  Indian.  Quiet- 
ly living  in  his  pleasant  home  at  Columbus,  Captain  North  reads  with 
eager  interest  everything  relating  to  that  early  period  so  familiar  to 
him.  A  recent  correspondence  with  him  refers  to  a  matter  of  great 
importance  in  western  history — what  is  called  the  Groat  Sioux  Treaty 
of  1S6S: 

Columbus,  Nebr.,  June  30th,  1921. 

Dear  Mr.  Sheldon: 

I  am  enclosing  a  clipping  from  our  paper  the  Daily  News  and  would 
like  to  ask  you  what  treaty  was  made  with  the  Indians  in  April,  ISOT, 
and  where. 

I  was  camped  at  the  end  of  the  track  (the  U.  P.)  which  was  about 
where  Ogallala  is  now  the  latter  part  of  April  or  the  lore  part  of  .May 
with  my  company  of  Pawnee  Scouts.  At  that  time  Spotted  Tail  with 
his  band  (the  Brule  Sioux)  was  camped  on  the  North  Platte  a  tew  miles 
above  where  North  Platte  city  now  stands,  but  I  don't  remember  of  any 
treaty  with  them  at  that  time.  But  later  in  the  summer,  perhaps  in 
August  or  September  there  was  a  commission  appointed  composed  of 
Generals  Sherman,  Harney,  Terry,  Augur  and  Sanborn,  N.  B.  Taylor, 
commissioner  ot  Indian  affairs.  Colonel  Tappau  and  Senator  Henderson. 
The  chiefs  at  the  council  were  Spotted  Tail,  I\Ian-afraid-of-his-hor.ses, 
Man-that-walks-under-tlie-ground,  Pawnee  Killer,  Standing  Elk, 
Spotted  Bear,  Black  Deer,  Turkey  Leg,  Cut  Nose,  Whistler,  Big 
Mouth,  Cold  Feet,  Cold  Face,  Crazy  Lodge,  and  others.  My  brother, 
Major  Frank  North,  was  at  the  council  and  met  Turkey  Leg.  the 
Cheyenne  Chief  and  made  arrangements  with  him  to  exchange  a 
Cheyenne  woman  and  boy  that  we  had  taken  prisoners  in  a  fight  at 
Plum  Creek  a  short  time  before.  Turkey  Leg  had  six  prisoners, 
three  girls,  two  boys  and  a  baby.  The  exchange  Avas  made  in  the 
R.  R.  eating  house.  I  don't  remember,  but  my  impression  is  that 
there  was  no  treaty  signed  at  this  time  but  that  they  had  another 
meeting  later.  I  have  gotten  off  what  I  wanted  to' ask  you.  that  is, 
where  was  the  treaty.signed  that  the  clipping  refers  to  and  when. 

Yours  truly, 

LUTE  M.  NORTH. 

(Extract  from  reply.) 

The  Sioux  Indian  treaty  referred  to  is  dated  April  29,  1S68,  at  Fort 
Laramie,  in  government  documents. 

The  report  of  the  Commis.sioner  ot  Indian  Affairs  for  the  year  1SG7, 
on  page  2G9,  contains  the  following: 

"In  February,  18G7,  the  President  appointed  a  commission,  composed 
of  two  officers  of  the  army  and  four  civilians,  to  visit  the  Indian  coun- 
try in  the  vicinity  ot  Fort  Phil  Kearny,  and  learn  all  the  tacts  relative 
to  the  massacre  of  Colonel  Fcltcrman  and  his  coinniand,  and  to  do  all 
in  their  power  to  separate  the  friendly  from  the  hostile  liidiaii.s. 

On  the  19tli  of  April  they  met  a  large  delegation  headed  by  Spotted 
Tail  and  Swift  Bear.  These  Indians  had  faithfully  adhered  to  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  signed  by  tlie  chiefs  at  Laramie  in  July,  18GU, 
and  had  not  molested  or  disturbed  whites.  After  a  satisfactory  council, 
they  distributed  among  them  .$4,000  worth  ot  presents,  and  assigned 
to  them  as  a  hunting  ground  the  country  lying  between  the  Platte  and 
the  Smoky  Hill  river. 

On  the  12th  ot  June,  1S67  two  of  the  commissioners.  General  Sanborn 
and  Colonel  Beauvais  iield  a  council  at  Laramie  with  chiefs  and  headmen 
claiming  to  represent  200  lodges  of  the  hostile  Ogallala  and  Brule  Sioux 
among  whom  was  The  Man  Afraid  of  his  Horses  (a  brave  and  inllu- 
ential  chief.)  They  told  the  commissioners  that  the  northern  Indians 
had  abandoned  war  and  that  tliey  would  come  in  and  join  the  friendly 
Indians  under  Spotted  Tail." 


Photo  Stat  copies  ot  the  weather  reports  taken  at  Fort  Atkinson  in 
1S19-1S20  and  much  other  material  relative  to  the  history  of  tho  fort 
have  recently  been,  added  to  our  collection. 
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GOOD  TEMPLARS  IN  NEBRASKA 


Old  Records  of  the  First  State  Wide  Temperance  Organization  Recently  Acquired  by  theHii 
Society.--What  They  Show  of  the  Beginnings  of  the  Dry  Movement. 


Within  tho  past  tew  weeks  tlie  Hisw 
session  of  nearly  complete  liles  of  ih; 
lodge  of  Good  Templars  in  Nebraska. 

The  adoption  of  the  state  prohibiUc 
subscqnent  ratification  by  Nebraska 
prohibition  amendment  to  the  federal  c: 
controversy  over  the  use  of  alcoholic  ii 
troversy  in  Nebraska  is  yet  to  be  writ; 
deut  and  human  interest  stories. 

The  printed  records  of  the  grand  k; 
ceived  by  the  Historical  society  librar; 
portant  addition  to  our  knowledge  of  i 
them  the  following  items  are  taken: 

The  Good  Templars  were  organized 
Nebraska  City.  Seventeen  local  ledge: 
Among  the  well  known  persons  in  Xebr; 
J.  M.  Taggart,  A.  P.  Harvey  of  Nebrai 
Alley  and  Wesley  Dundas. 

The  second  annual  meeting  was  held 
hall  of  the  Hope  of  the  West  Lodge — :■. 
Omaha  organization.  From  the  oificia: 
then  1647  members  in  good  standing  a- 

The  chief  templar's  address  announce; 
a  political  organization.  It  is  the  dutr 
influence  in  all  parties  for  the  electio- 
to  office. 


"■■ical  Society  has  conic  in  pos- 
'  printed  reports  of  tho  grand 

a  amendment  in  1916  and  the 
:  the  tliiity-sixtli  state  of  the 
■astitution  ends  an  era  of  lierce 
luor.  The  histor.v  of  that  con- 
en.    It  is  full  of  dramatic  inci- 

ije  of  Good  Templars  just  re- 
"  are  a  most  valuable  and  inr- 
lie  temperance  struggle.  From 

in  Nebraska  July  9,  18G7,  at 
5  were  reported  in  the  state. 
Lska  history  present  were:  Rev. 
ika  City;  W.  A.  Presson,  S.  S. 

at  Omaha  June  17  18G8,  at  the 
truly  significant  name  for  an 
reports  it  appears  there  were 

d  thirty-one  local  lodges, 
that  the  Good  Templars  is  not 

of  its  members  to  use  all  their 
of  sober  and  temperance  men 


A  year  later  the  grand  lodge  met  Lincoln.  The  annual  address 
of  its  head  contains  this  new  note: 


"The  subject  of  political  action  dema 
discuss  temperance,  should  we  be  afrai 
make  our  power  felt  in  political  circle 
to  logic  of  votes.  It  is  our  duty,  as 
caucuses  and  conventions  of  our  respe 
nominee  who  bows  to  the  ^^•hisky  pow- 

The  name  of  John  M.  Thurston,  aftt 
Nebraska  and  still  later  attorney  at  W 
association,  appears  as  one  of  the  de! 
later,  at  the  grand  lodge  held  in  1S71, 
worthy  chief  teniplar,  and  presecied  a 


ads  our  attention.  We  talk  and 
i  to  vote  as  we  talk?  We  must 
for  the  politicians  will  listen 
-.emperance  men,  to  attend  tho 
ctive  parties,  and  oppose  every 

r.vard  United  States  senator  for 
ishington  for  the  liquor  dealers' 
egates  at  this  meeting.  A  year 
Jlr.  Thurston  was  elected  grand 
memorial  to  the  Nebraska  con- 


stitutional convention  which  met  that  year,  reading  as  folio 
Whereas,  The  use  of  into-\icating  liquors  as  a  beverage  ca 
possible  bonelit  to  mankind  and  has  already  inllicted  unto 
degradation  and  crime;  and 

Whereas,  The  sale  of  said  liquors  as  a  bevcrnge  i.s  detrimc 
cITicient  civil  government  of  the  people  of  tho  state  of  Nebra: 

Whereas,  The  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  said  liquor.s  as  a  1 
a  measure  of  true  political  economy;  and 

Whereas,  A  large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  state  of  Nc 
sire  to  have  the  sale  of  said  liquors  prohibited  in  their  resp 
tions  of  said  state; 

Now,  thorcfoi'e.  We  most  earnestly  petition  your  honorah 
incorporate  in  the  new  constitution  of  the  state  of  Nobraski 
providing  that  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  in  each  county 
tlie  power,  by  vote,  witliin  their  respective  counties,  to  n 
prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage. 

The  constitutional  convention  of  1871,  did  submit  the  quesi 
hibition  to  the  voters  as  a  separate  proposal,  and  it  was  vote 
C,071  tor  and  10,160  against. 

At  the  grand  lodge  meeting  in  1875  the  reports  showed  oi 
tweilty  local  lodges  and  four  thousand^  members  in  the  : 
grand  lodge  voted  that  prohibition  was  the  only  proper  legij 
the  temperance  people  should  give  their  votes  and  influent 
temperance  candidates.  There  was  a  juvenile  templars'  oi 
with  over  six  hundred  members  and  seventeen  local  temples 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1878  the  question  of  the  third  pai 
the  cause  of  prohibition  was  discussed,  disclosing  consider; 
ence  of  opinion  on  the  subject.  Already  radical  members  wi 
forward  more  rapidly,  while  conservative  ones  were  conten 
old  methods.  The  remarkable  lecture  work  of  John  B. 
increased  the  membership  to  more  than  six  thousand  and 
hundred  local  lodges.  By  1881  the  membership  had  increa^ 
seven  thousand.  The  Slocumb  law  Avas  enacted  by  the  Nel 
islature  of  1881  and  supported  by  the  Good  Templars.  Join 
then  head  of  the  grand  lodge  in  the  state,  reported  that  i 
people  had  supported  the  Slocumb  law  because  it  contained 
hibitory  features  than  the  old  law. 

Among  the  name.s  familiar  in  Nebraska  history  which 
these  printed  reports  are  those  of  R.  B.  Windham,  J.  H.  C 
Ada  VanPelt,  P.  G.  Keens,  B.  D.  Slaughter,  I\liss  Anna  Sauni 


Passing,  of  tKe  Nebraska  Pieneer 

(These  items  are  for  ".he  year  1920.) 

Benjamin  Seward  Mothersead  died  at  Talmage  July  3rd;  settled 
upon  a  farm  near  Nebraska  City  in  1S;5. 

Mrs.  Jane  Jlaria  Artist  Baker  died  July  4th  at  DeWitt;  came  with 
her  parents  to  Nebraska  in  1S63;  married  Frank  P.  Baker  in  Beatrice, 
Aug.  21,  1SG4. 

Jonathan  Wise,  pioneer  resident  ;:  Plattsmouth,  died  July  10th; 
elected  in  1857  to  the  office  of  county  ;;erk  of  Cass  county,  serving  two 
years;  was  a  prominent  Mason. 

Mrs.  Anna  Schlecht,  pioneer  of  Cur.-.iag  county  died  July  11th  at  the 
home  of  her  son  near  West  Point;  c.a:.:-j  with  her  husband  to  Nebraska 
in  ISGC  and  cheerfully  endured  the  di-- romforts  of  life  on  the  frontier. 

Augustus  T.  Haas,  a  continuo'Js  rt;;dent  of  Dakota  City  for  sixty- 
two  years,  died  .\ugust  27th;  bor:.  in  j-^.aover,  Germany,  May  5th,  1835; 
came  to  America  in  1848,  to  Dakota  C;;:"  on  June  2Gth  ISoS;  was  identi- 
fied with  every  movement  for  the  advancement  of  community  interests. 

Dr.  George  L.  Miller,  pioneer  physician,  resident  of  Omaha  for  sixty- 
five  years,  died  August  30th;  born  in  HooneviUe,  N.  Y,  Aug.  18th,  1830; 
graduated  in  1852  from  the  Now  Yori  College  of 'JPliysicians  and  Sur- 
geons and  practiced  for  two  years  ia  Syracuse.  Dr.  Miller  settled  in 
Omaha  on  Oct.  10,  1854  and  bega.'j  t:.e  practice  of  medicine,  but  after 
two  years  gave  it  up  for  wider  acuvities.  Dr.  Miller  founded  the 
Omaha  Daily  Herald  which  he  publieaed  for  twenty  years  and  which 
later  became  the  World-Herald.  The  '.ate  J.  Sterling  Morton  in  speak- 
ing of  Dr.  Miller  said,  "No  other  ma",  either  by  the  power  of  money, 
or  by  the  power  of  brawn,  or  by  '.he  j'.rength  of  brain,  did  as  much  to 
make  Omaha  city  as  this  one  mar.  acc;:nplished." 

Eut'cne  Hilton,  pioneer  Central  Cirr.  died  Sept.  8th;  in  1850  came 
with  his  father  to  the  Lone  Tre<:  Sti:ion,  located  on  the  Platte  river 
three  miles  southwest  of  what  is  no—  Central  City;  in  his  sixteenth 
year  was  a  mail  carrier  for  the  stage  cx-rupany  between  Wood  River  and 
Eagle  Island. 

J.  J.  McCaffcrty,  pioneer  O'NeiU  died  Sept.  21st;  was  a  writer  in  the 
cause  of  Irish  freedom  and  known  as  a  scholar  before  coming  to  this 
country. 

John  K.  Hazzard,  pioneer  of  Oniaha  .a  the  early  fifties,  died  Sept.  27. 


Mrs.  Miko  Brorkins,  born  in  Nebraska  City  in  18C3.  dice 
mage,  Sept.  24th. 

Mrs.  Elma  E.  Dickerson  Dodge,  resident  of  Nebraska  siiic( 
in  Fremont,  Oct.  10th. 

Mrs.  Mary  Gilmore,  pioneer  of  ISGfi,  died  in  Milford,  Oct. 

Patrick  J.  Limgdini.  resident  of  Nebraska  sinrc  ISiH,  e 
and  influential  citizen  of  Gretna,  died  Oct.  22nd. 

Frederick  E.  Allen,  resident  of  Nemaha  county  for  sixty 
died  Oct.  23rd;  was  a  successful  farmer,  banker  and  inlluen 
until  his  death. 

Mrs.  Mary  George  Miller,  wife  of  T.  li.  .Miller,  thete,  died 
came  with  her  parents  to  Crete  in  1SG7. 

i\Irs.  Helen  M.  Bisbee,  resident  of  Nebraska  since  ISGG, 
12lli;  came  with  her  huslxtnd,  tho  late  Uev.  Charles  G.  liish 
tanelle  and  took  charge  of  the  Congregational  Church  theri 
Mrs.  Bisbee  were  the  first  teachers  in  the  Fontanollo  acad 
was  the  forerunner  of  Doane  college,  Crete. 

Robert  McCray,  resident  of  Columbus  since  1SC7,  died  Nov 

Martha  Fischer,  resident  of  Nebraska  since  18'5,  died  ni 
Nov.  26th. 

William  W.  Lawrence,  resident  of  Nemaha  county  ; 
died  in  Peru  May  2Sth. 

Ephriam  Oliver,  resident  of  Shelton  since  18G0,  died 
was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser;  received  his  education  in 
schools  of  Buffalo  county  . 

Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Wilhite  who  came  with  her  father,  Ji 
to  Richardson  county  in  April  1  855.  died  June  20th;  fii 
Augustus  Schoenheit,  a  lawyer  of  Falls  City;  in  1898  si 
Judge  James  R.  Wilhite,  a  pioneer  of  Richardson  county 


Among  the  interesting  adventures  of  historical  society  ' 
discovery  of  new  truth — or  of  the  i-ecords  thereof.  It  ma 
of  flints  cached  away  in  some  ancient  Indian  village  site, 
some  wcnthei-  stained  diary  of  on  explorer  or  pioneer.  It  n 
unexpected  printed  document  giving  exact  information  li 
A  set  cf  documents  with  maps  and  detailed  information  upo 
the  fateful  frontier  years  1864-76  is  among  the  recent  vahii 
in  our  library.  Those  include  originiH  material  on  Fort  K 
Phil  Kearny,  events  on  the  Platte  river,  the  extinction  of  tli 
and  Arapahoe  title  in  western  Nebraska,  Sitting  Bull's  ex; 
the  coming  of  the  Indian  Messiah. 
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